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Part I Outline of Vital Statistics

Chapter 1 Brief Summary, 2023

The Vital Statistics of Japan is based on the Vital Statistics Survey Forms filled in by the municipal heads in the country. They

fill in the forms based on notifications of birth, death, marriage and divorce in accordance with the Family Registration Act (Act

No. 224 of 1947) and notification of foetal death in accordance with the Provisions Regarding Notification of Stillbirths (Ordinance

of the Ministry of Health and Welfare No. 42 of 1946). The data is summed up to compile the Vital Statistics of Japan.

1

Objective
The objective of this survey is to identify vital events in Japan and obtain a basic data source for population and policy making

on health, labour and welfare.

History

The modern Vital Statistics Survey was established in 1899, taking advantage of the enactment of the Family Registration Act
in 1898, which provided legal structure to the existing registration system. Since then, one sheet of form is used for each event
and the data of all the events is summed up by the central government.

Later, it was recognized as Designated Statistics No. 5 under the Statistics Act in June 1947 and its responsibility was trans-
ferred from the Prime Minister’s Office to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare in September of the same year. Moreover,

it became a fundamental statistical survey from April 2009 based on the new Statistics Act (Act No. 53 of 2007).

Subjects
The Vital Statistics Survey takes into account all births, deaths, marriages, divorces and foetal deaths. However, this report
provides a total of all events that occurred in Japan concerning persons of Japanese nationality. Statistics of events concerning
Japanese nationals abroad and foreign nationals in Japan are respectively available as Appended Tables (Volume 2 and Volume

3 of the report until 2016) on e-Stat.

Survey Period

The survey takes into account events that occur from January 1 to December 31 of the Survey year and notified to the munic-
ipal heads by January 14 of the following year.

Therefore, notification could be significantly delayed from the date of occurrence for births, deaths, foetal deaths and divorces
dependent on mediation, adjudication, settlement, acknowledgment of claim, judgment. Data of all birth and death events that

occurred before the previous year are available as Appended Tables (Volume 2 of the report until 2016) on e-Stat.

Types of Survey Forms and Survey ltems

There are five types of survey forms.

Vital Statistics Survey Live Birth Form, Vital Statistics Survey Death Form, Vital Statistics Survey Foetal Death Form, Vital
Statistics Survey Marriage Form, and Vital Statistics Survey Divorce Form.

The survey forms and the notification formats are provided in “VI Survey forms and notification formats” (pp.66-75).

Please refer to the five types of survey forms above for the survey items. However, survey on occupation and industry only

accounts for the National Census survey year, which starts on April 1 and ends on March 31 of the following year.



6 Report of Survey and Route of Report
Person with Notification Obligation and the Period of Notification are as follows:

Category Person with Notification Obligation Notification Notification Period

Live 1 Father or mother 2 Person living in the same house-
. hold 3 Doctor, midwife or any other person present at 14 days

Birth . )

the time of birth

1 Relative living together 2 Any other person living
together 3 House owner, land owner or manager of the

Death house or land 4 Relative not living together, guardian, .. 7 days
: ) ! . Municipal head
curator, assistant and voluntarily appointed guardian/
municipal head
1 Father or mother 2 Person living together 3
Foetal Doctor present at the time of stillbirth 4 Midwife 7 davs
death present at the time of stillbirth 5 Any other person ¥y
present at the time of birth
Marriage |Bride and groom Not specified

Municipal head of
the registered
domicile or location | Not specified for divorce by agreement
of the husband or |10 days for divorces dependent on

Divorce | Wife and husband wife mediation, adjudication, settlement
acknowledgment of claim and judg-
ment.

Note: 1)The period for submitting a notification commences from the day on which an event under notification takes place for birth, death
and judicial divorce, and on the following day for foetal death.

Municipal heads fill in the vital statistics survey forms based on notifications of birth, death, foetal death, marriage or divorce they
receive and send them to the appropriate public health centers by the area of jurisdiction.

The heads of the public health centers collect all survey forms submitted by the municipal heads and send them to the prefec-
ture’s governor every month.

This is done via the mayor of the city if the public health center is located in a city.

The prefectural governors review the contents of the survey forms submitted by the heads of public health centers and send
them to the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare.

Municipalities l——l Public health centers l——‘Pr_efectug,—» Ministry of Health,

Y Labour and Welfare

Cities and special
wards with public
health centers

Note: Cities with public health centers refers to cities specified under Cabinet Order as set forth in Article 1 of the Community Health Act (Order No.
77 of April 2, 1948).
7 Tabulation and Release of Results
The Director-General for Statistics, Information Sysyem Management and Industrial Relations Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare tabulates the results, which are promptly released as the Prompt Vital Statistics Report, Monthly Vital Statistics Report
(preliminary data) and Summary Report of Annual Vital Statistics of Japan (final data).

8 Relevant Regulations
Vital Statistics Survey Ordinance (Imperial Ordinance No. 447 of September 30, 1946)
Regulation for Enforcement of Vital Statistics Survey Ordinance (Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare No. 6 of
February 24, 1948)
Family Registration Act (Act No. 224 of December 22, 1947)
Ordinance for Enforcement of the Family Registration Act (Ordinance of the Ministry of Justice No. 94 of December 29, 1947)
Ordinance to Set Forth Format of Birth Certificate (Ordinance of the Ministry of Justice and Ministry of Health and Welfare No.
1 of November 17, 1952)
Nationality Act (Act No. 147 of May 4, 1950)
Provisions on the Notification of Stillbirth (Ordinance of the Ministry of Health and Welfare No. 42 of September 30, 1946)

The provisions are a law in effect under Article 3 of the Act on Measures concerning Orders Related to the Ministry of
Health and Welfare Issued Pursuant to the Imperial Ordinance on Orders Issued Incidental to Acceptance of the Potsdam
Declaration (Act No. 120 of April 28, 1952).

Ordinance on Stillbirth notification, Stillbirth Certificate and Certificate of Foetal Post-mortem (Ordinance of the Ministry of
Health and Welfare No. 12 of April 28, 1952)
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DESCRIPTION

Symbols used in tables

St WES
Magnitude zero

FHECRY O B2

Data not available

METHH 0 b v 51 WG s
Category not applicable

HeR 2N (0. 054K, 0. 005K, 0. 00005KiE) D

0.0, 0.0, 0. 0000 Figure less than 0. 05, less than 0.005, less than 0. 00005

BB CGR) o85G
Negative

(2) AHEoFE
BEOBEIIHELA L TH DT, WIRDOEED THE] L&D VIEENH %,
Note
The figures indicated are rounded off. Thus, the total may not equal to the

“total number”.



