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1. Introduction 

In order to ensure the safety of foods, etc., imported into Japan (hereinafter, “imported 
foods”), the government established the Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan 
for 2016 (hereinafter, “the Plan”) as per the regulations of Article 23, paragraph 1 of the 
Food Sanitation Act (Act No. 233, 1947; hereinafter, “the Act”), and monitoring and 
guidance for imported foods is being conducted based upon the Plan. 
(The Plan is formulated based on the Guidelines for Monitoring and Guidance for Food 
Sanitation (Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare Notification No. 301 of 2003) after 
conducting collection of public comments and risk communication. The plan is 
published in the Official Gazette as an official report according to the regulations of 
Article 23, paragraph 3 of the Act.) 

This document publishes an outline of the implementation status of the monitoring and 
guidance for imported foods, conducted in accordance with the plan, for the period from 
April to September 2016. 

 
 

Reference: Website on “For the Safety of Imported Food” 
http://www.mhlw.go.jp/topics/yunyu/tp0130-1.html 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inspection Results of Imported Foods Monitoring and 
Guidance Plan for FY 2016 (Interim Report) 



2. Overview of the Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan for 
FY 2016 

 (1) What is the Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan?  

It is the plan for the implementation of monitoring and guidance for the import 
of foods by the Japanese government as stipulated by Article 23, paragraph 1 of 
the Act. 
[Purpose] To further ensure the safety of imported foods by the national government 

promoting intensive, effective and efficient monitoring and guidance for 
imported foods and importers. 

 (2) Principles for Monitoring and Guidance on Imported Foods  

Under the Article 4 of the Food Safety Basic Act (Act No.48 of 2003) (that is, Food 
safety shall be ensured by taking the necessary measures appropriately at each stage 
of the domestic and overseas  Food Supply Processes.), the Plan is prepared in order 
that three stages of food safety measures are taken, namely, in the exporting country, at 
the time of importation, and at the time of domestic distribution. 

 (3) Priority Items for Monitoring and Guidance  

○ Confirmation of legality with respect to the Act at the time of import declaration 
○ Monitoring *1 (Plan for FY2016: approximately 96,000 cases across 171 food 

groups) 
○ Inspection orders *2 
○ Regulations for comprehensive import bans *3 
○ Emergency measures based on overseas information, etc. 

*1: Systematic inspections based on statistical approach considering that take into account the 
volume of imports, violation rates and other factors, for each food type, in order to broadly 
monitor a wide variety of imported foods. 

*2: Inspection for products with a high probability of violation where an inspection is ordered for 
the importer, and import and distribution is not permitted without the results being in 
compliance with the Act (Article 26 of the Act). 

*3: Regulations by which the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare may prohibit the sale or 
import of specified foods, without inspections, in cases where it is deemed specifically 
necessary from the perspective of preventing harm to public health (Articles 8 and 17 of the 
Act). 

 (4) Promotion of Foods Safety Measures in Exporting Countries  

○ Informing the responsible governmental agencies and food business operators of 
food safety regulations of Japan through seminars held in exporting countries 

○ Request for unfolding causes of and taking recurrence prevention measures for 
violations of the Act, and promotion of safety measures by safety controls at the 
production stage, enhancement of monitoring systems, inspection before exportation, 
etc., through bilateral talks 



○ Systematic collection of information on safety measures for foods exported to Japan 
and promotion of food safety measures by exporting countries through on-site visits 

 (5) Guidance for Importers on Voluntary Safety Control  

○ Pre-import guidance (known as import consulting) 
○ Guidance for voluntary inspections at the import consulting, initial import, and 

continued import 
○ Guidance on preparation and storage of records on import and sales conditions of 

imported foods 
○ Raising awareness of food safety amongst importers 



3. Results of Imported Foods Monitoring and Guidance Plan for FY 
2016 (Interim Report: Tentative) 

The number of import notifications made from April through September of 2016 was 
1,161,978 [1,134,155], and the weight of notified items was 11,874,000 tons [11,416,000 
tons] (Table 1). 

Inspections were carried out on 98,172 items (monitoring inspections on 29,387 items, 
ordered inspection on 27,641, and independence inspection on 45,285 items, deducting 
duplicates) [101,922 items (monitoring inspections on 28,539 items, ordered inspection on 
31,764 items, and independence inspections on 47,067 items, deducting duplicates)]. Of 
these, 358 cases [431 cases] were found to be in violation of the Act, and steps were 
taken for their reshipment, disposal, etc. 

Regarding violations categorized by provision, violations of Article 11 of the Act 
(compositional standards for food (microbial, agricultural chemical residues and veterinary 
drug residues) and standards for the use of additives in food, etc.) were the most common 
in 224 cases, followed by 89 cases in violation of Article 6 (adhesion of hazardous or toxic 
substances such as aflatoxin), 38 cases in violation of Article 18 (standards for apparatus 
or containers and packaging), 12 cases in violation of Article 10 (use of undesignated 
additives), 3 cases in violation of Article 9 (absence of health certificates of meat), and 2 
cases in violation of Article 62 (standards for toys) (Table 2). 

Monitoring inspection was conducted for 29,387 cases (58,416 cases compared to the 
planned cumulative total of 95,929 (implementation rate: approx. 61%)), and of which, 72 
cases (running total of 76 cases) were confirmed to be in violation of the Act, and steps 
were taken for their recalls, etc. (Table 3). For imported foods that were found to be in 
violation of the Act by monitoring inspection, the inspection rate to 30% as necessary, to 
identify probable of violations (Table 4). Additionally, for imported foods that are considered 
to have a high probability of violating the Act, inspections were strengthened by making 
them subject of ordered inspections (Table 5). 

As of September 30, 2016, 17 items from all exporting countries and 72 items from 34 
countries and 1 region were made subject to ordered inspection, and inspection was 
carried out for 27,641 cases (running total of 41,742 cases). Of these, violation of the Act 
was found in 111 cases (running total of 111 cases), and steps were taken for their 
reshipment or disposal, etc. (Table 6). 

As an emergency measures based on information from overseas, etc., reshipment, etc., 
was carried out for frozen vegetables and fruits potentially contaminated with Listeria 
monocytogenes from the USA. (Table 7). 

Figures in brackets are for the same period in the previous year. 
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