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Relation between Codex and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)
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210. The Commission was reminded that at its 28th Session it had endorsed
the recommendations of the 55th Session of the Executive Committee related
to the collaboration between Codex and OIE and that the effectiveness of
cooperative arrangements between Codex and OIE in accordance with the
recommendations should be reviewed by the 30th Session of the
Commission with a view to considering if further arrangements would be
necessary or desirable, including those provisions mentioned in paragraph 13
of the Guidelines on Cooperation with International Intergovernmental
Organizations.
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211. The Observer from OIE, referring to the written submission, drew the
attention of the Commission to two main points: the framework for
cooperation between OIE and Codex, and the organisation of an international
Conference addressing both OIE and Codex standards on traceability and
their implementation at the national level.
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212. With regard to the current framework for cooperation between OIE and
Codex, he explained that OIE had been involved in consultations with
Codex, FAO and WHO since 2001 with a view to improving the
coordination of standards setting activities. He highlighted that the
cooperation between OIE and Codex had produced over the present years
positive results through the exchange of information and the crossreferencing
between the respective international standards. He indicated that good
examples of collaboration in the development of standards included texts
produced by the two organizations regarding meat inspection and
animal/product identification and that there was still room for further
improvement.
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213. The Observer stated that it would be appropriate to formalize the
relationship between OIE and Codex by strengthening the legal basis for the
production of international standards, including the development of joint
OIE-Codex standards, where appropriate. He encouraged the Commission to
recommend that OIE, FAO and WHO legal services work together with a
view to eventually updating their existing mutual cooperation agreements to
enable the establishment of a formal agreement between OIE and Codex.
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214. On the second point, the Observer informed the Commission of the
OIE’s plan to hold an international Conference in 2009 in Argentina on the
implementation of OIE standards on identification and traceability of live
animals. He invited the Commission to consider broadening the scope of the
Conference by including Codex standards thus covering the entire food chain
and invited FAO and WHO to work together with OIE to organise the event.
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215. The Representative of the Legal Counsel of FAO, in presenting the
common view of the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO, stated that Codex, despite
its functional autonomy, was a statutory body of the parent organizations FAO
and WHO and could only act through its parent organizations as regard its
relations with external organizations. He informed the Commission that Codex
had no legal capacity to conclude agreements and to be, in its own right, directly
a party to any agreement or any contractual arrangement and that any agreement
concerning Codex, if the need would arise, would necessarily between FAO and
WHO, on the one hand, and OIE, on the other hand. The Representative further
stated that OIE was currently a party to agreements with both FAO and WHO
and that these agreements provided a broad framework under which a wide
range of cooperation activities could be carried out. He indicated the need to
identify all practical issues that deserve special and specific treatment and
clearly identify problems that hindered practical collaboration between Codex
and OIE, with due consideration being paid to the status of FAO and WHO as
organizations of the United Nations System.
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216. Many delegations expressed their support for further strengthening the
collaboration between Codex and OIE. Views expressed included: that there
were a need for more consistency between Codex and OIE texts in order to
ensure a coordinated approach to food safety throughout the food chain; that
collaboration between veterinary and public health services needed to be
strengthened to enhance food safety; that bilateral agreements between OIE
and FAO/WHO currently in place needed to be modified to foster more
systematic collaboration between Codex and OIE; that there were many
areas of common interest for Codex and OIE including traceability,
salmonellosis, certification, antimicrobial resistance; that there was a need to
ensure more consistency in the decision-making process and standards
between Codex and OIE; that collaboration between Codex and OIE needed
to be strengthened also at national and regional level; and that the Guidelines
on Cooperation with International Intergovernmental Organizations
provided adequate guidance to ensure good collaboration between Codex
and OIE and there was no need to review the current arrangements for
cooperation.
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217. In response to the statement made by the Representative of the Legal
Counsel of FAO, the Observer from OIE indicated the lack of a specific
reference to Codex in the WHO-OIE Agreement as one of the problems to be
addressed to further strengthen the collaboration between Codex and OIE.
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218. The Commission concluded its discussion by noting the ongoing
substantial cooperation between Codex and OIE and recognised the need to
further strengthen this collaboration on substantive matters.
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219. The Commission recommended that FAO and WHO study the
possibility of reviewing or updating FAO and WHO Agreements with OIE,
as might be required. It also requested the Codex Secretariat to identify, in
cooperation with the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO, any practical
problems affecting the cooperation between Codex and OIE that might need
to be addressed in a pragmatic manner, and taking into account all relevant
circumstances.
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220. With regard to the planned OIE Conference on traceability, the
Commission noted that such event could best be organised in collaboration
with FAO and WHO. It was also noted that the experts having Codex
background could usefully participate in the planned Conference to keep
informed the Commission and its subsidiary bodies on relevant development
in order to facilitate the participation of those interested at this important
event.
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