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2. CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL INFORMATION
RELEVANT TO ASSESSMENTS

Commercial or mixed xylenes are composed of three isomers: meta-xylene (m-xylene),
ortho-xylene (o-xylene), and para-xylene (p-xylene), of which the m-isomer usually
predominates (44-70% of the mixture) (Fishbein, 1983; ATSDR, 1995). The exact composition
of the isomers commonly depends on the source. Ethylbenzene is commeonly present in mixed
xylenes; in fact, the technical product contains approximately 40% m-xylene and approximately
20% each of o-xylene, p-xylene, and ethylbenzene (Fishbein, 1988); Thus, most of the
environmental and occupational exposures and toxicalogical studies are conducted on this
mixture of xylenes containing ethylbenzene. Other minor contaminants of xylenes include
toluene and C, aromatic fractions. Some physicochemical data for xylenes are shown in Table 1.
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