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Report on the collection, testing and use of blood and
blood components in Europe in 2004 (EDQM)

In Europe, platelets are generally recovered from 4 to 5 buffy
coats of whole blood donations. Discussions on blood safety In
relation to variant Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease (vCJD) later led
to the setting up of programmes to enhance the use of random
single-donor platelets by aphaeresis in order to reduce donor
exposure In recipients. These programmes may have been
Influential in some member states where the use of aphaeresis
platelets in relation to recovered platelets is relatively high. The
extent to which donors are willing to undergo aphaeresis may
be limited, as no supply ever reaches 100% aphaeresis
platelets. On average, in 32 reporting member states, 38%
(range 0-88) of the adult therapeutic doses of platelets are
produced by (random) single donor platelets by aphaeresis.
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