Hepatitis B is a potentially life-threatening liver infection caused by the hepatitis B virus. It is a major
global health problem and the mest serious type of viral hepatitis. It can cause chronic liver disease
and puts people at high risk of death from cirrhosis of the liver and liver cancer.

Worldwide, an estimated two billion people have been infected with the hepatitis B virus (HBV), and
more than 350 million have chronic
(long-term) liver infections. -

A vaccine against hepatitis B has been available since 1982. Hepatitis B vaccine is 95% effective in
preventing HBV infection and its chronic consequences, and is the first vaccine against a major
human cancer.
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