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infusnza-" e illness in the Uiited Saies ¢ xd Mexico

24 april 2009 -- The United States Govérnment has reported seven confirmed human cases of Swine

Influenza A/HLNT in the USA (five in California and two in Texas) and nine suspect cases. All seven
confirmed cases had mild Influenza-Like Illness (ILI), with anly one requiring brief hospitalization. No

deaths have been reported,

The Government of Mexico has reported three separate events. In the Federal District of Mexico,
surveillance began picking up cases of IL1 starting 18 March. The number of cases has risen steadily
through April and as of 23 April there are now more than 854 cases of pneumaonia from the capital. Of
those, 59 have died. In San Luis Potosl, in centrat Mexice, 24 cases of ILI, with three deaths, have
been reported. And from Mexicali, near the barder wuth the United States, four cases of ILI, Wlth no

deaths, have been reported.

OF the Mexican cases, 16 have been laboratory confirmed in Canada as Swine Influenza A/H1N1,
while 12 of those are genetlically identical to the Swine Influenza 2/H1N1 viruses from California.

The majority of these cases have occurred in otherwise healthy young adults. Influenza narrnaih,r
affects the very young and the very old, but these age groups have not been heavily affected in

Mexico,

Because there are hurnan cases associated with an animal influenza virus, and hecause of the
geagraphical spread of multiple community outbreaks, plus the somewhat unusual age groups

affected, these events are of high concern,
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E Diseases The Government of Mexico has reported three separate events. In the Federal District of Mexico,
surveillance began picking up cases of ILI starting 18 March, The number of cases has risen steadily
- Glehal Dutbreak through April and as of 23 April there are now more than 854 cases of pneumnonia from the capital. Of
Alert & Response those, 59 have died. In San Luis Potosi, in central Mexico, 24 cases of ILI, with three deaths; have
Network been reported. And from Mexicali, near the border with the United States, four cases of ILI, with no

Biorisk Reduction deaths, have been reported.

Of the Mexican cases, 18 have been laboratory confirmed in Canada as Swine Influenza A/HIN1,
i while 12 of those are genetically identical ta the Swine Influenza &/HLN1 viruses from California.

) The majority of these cases have oceurred in otherwise healthy young adults. Influenza normally
' affects the very young and the very old, but these age groups have not been heavily affected in
{ ' Mexico, )

A4}

Because there are human cases associated with an animal influsnza virus, and because of the
geographical spread of muitiple community outbreaks, plus the somewhat unusual age groups
affected, these events are of high concern.

¥ The Swine Influenza A/HLNL viruses characterized in this outbreak have not been previously detected
in pigs or humans. The viruses so far characterized have been sensitive to oseltamivir, but resistant

| ’ to both amantadine and rimantadine, ‘

The World Heaith Organization has been in constant contact with the health authorities in the United
States, Mexice and Canada in order to better understand the risk which these ILI events pose. WHO
{and PAHOQ) is sending missions of experts to Mexico to work with health authorities there, It is helping
its Member States to increase field epidemiology activities, laboratory diagnosis and clinical
rnanagement. Moreaver, WHO's partners in the Global Alert arid Respaonse Network have been alerted
and are ready to assist as requested by the Member States.

} WHOC acknowledges the United States and Mexico for their proactive reporting and their collabsration
: with WHO and will continue to work with Member States to further characterize the outbreak.
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€ ) 27 April 2009 -- The current situation regarding the outbreak of swine influenza A{HLN1) is evolving

rapidly. As of 27 April 2009, the United States Government has reported 40 laboratory confirmed
Alert & Response  Luman cases of swine influenza A{H1N1), with no deaths, Mexico has reported 26 confirmed human
Operations cases of infection with the sams virus, including seven deaths. Canada has reported six cases, with no
deaths, while Spain has reported one case, with no deaths,

Diseases

Global Dutbreak Further information on the situation will be available on the WHO website on a regular basis.
Alert & Response

Network

-

WHO advises no restriction of regular travel or closure of barders, It is considered prudent for people
Biorisk Reduction . who are ill to delay international travei and for people developing symptoms following international
travel to seek medical attention, in line with guidance from national authorities. i

There is alsu no risk of infection from this virus from consumption of well-cooked pork and pork
products. Individuals are advised to wash hands thoroughly with soap and water on a reqular basis
and should seek medical attention if they develop any symptoms of influenza-like illness.

Related links

swine influenza wah site

Daily updates will be posted on this site,
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F‘rng'ammes and . ’
. projects The Emergency Gommittee, established in compliance with the International Health Regulations
’ {2005), held its second meeting on 27 April 2609.

MNews The Committee considered available data on confirmed outbreaks . . ..

of A/HINL swine infiuenza in the United States of America, Mexica, ¢ &4 #n =
Events and Canada. The Cemmittee also considered reports of possible

spread to additional countries. : Swine influenza

Fact sheets
Currant WHG phasse of
pandemis aiert

Multimedia On the advice of the Committee, the WHO Director-General

Contacts | decided on the following.

' ) . " Internationsl Heaith Requlations
o The Director-General has raised the level of influenza {IHRY
pandemic alert from the current phase 3 to phase 4. - - -

The change to a higher phase of pandemic alert indicates that the likelihoad of a pandemic has
increased, but not that a pandemlc is inevitable.

Az further information becomes available, WHO may decide to either revert to phase 3 or raise
the level of alert to another phase,

This decision was based primarily on epidermiological data demonstrating human-to-human
transmission and the'ability of the virus to cause community-level outbreaks,

e« Given the widespread presence of the virus, the Director-General considered that containment .
of the cutbreak is not feasible. The current focus should be on mitigation measures, w
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News The Committee considered available data on confirmed outbreaks b -od Ha

© of A/HIN1 swine influenza in the United States of Americs, Mexico, /@ n" s

Events and Canada. The Committee also considered reports of possible .
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Multimedia On the advice of the Committee, the WHO Director-General Current WHEG phase of

d _
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i ' ) ) International Health Reqylations
« The Director-General has raised the level of influenza CIHRSY

pandemic alert from the cirrent phase 3 to phase 4.

The change to a higher phase of pandemic alert indicates that the likelihood of a pandemic has
increased, but not that a pandemic is inevitable,

LPT

As further information becomes availabie, WHO may decide to either revert to phase 3 or raise
the level of alert to another phase,

This decision was based primarily on epidemiological data demeonstrating human-to-hurnan
transmission and the ability of the virus to cause community-level outbreaks,

# Given the widespread presence of the virus, the Director-General considered that containment
of the outbreak is not feasible. The current facus should be on mitigation measures,

¢ The Director-General recommended not to close borders and rot to restrict international traveal
It was considered prudent for people who are il ta delay internaticnal trave! and for people
developing symptoms following international travel to seek medical attention,

o The Director-General considered that production of seasonal influenza vaccine should continue
at this time, subject to re-evaluation as the situation evolves, WHO will facilitate the process
- needed to develop a vaccine effective against A(HIN1) virus.

¢ The Director-General stressed that all measures should conform with the purpose and scope of
the International Health Regulations,
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