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(PP RV R

recipient with evidence of wCJD infection.)

National anonymous tonsil archive for studies of

detectable abnermal prion protein

The National Anonymous Tonsil Archive (NATA)

continues to receive approximately 400 tonsil

pairs per week. The archive had received a total

of 67 696 tonsil pairs up to the end of October

2008 from hospitals in England and Scotland. A

further 3000 tonsil pairs have been received from

the Medical Research Council Prion Unit.

Therefore the total number of tonsil pairs in the archive was 70 696.

Testing of homogenates of the tonsil tissue from

the archive began at the end of January 2007. 2

enzyme immuncassays (EIAs) are being used for the

initial screening of the homogenates for the

presence of abnormal prion protein. These EIAs

allow the identification of any tonsils that need

to be investigated further by the more specific

tests of Western blotting (WB) and lmmnnohlstochemlstry {IHC) [4].
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