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“.-f TS IS e MANILA 23 December 2008 — Following the detection of the Ebola-Reston virus in pigs in
= |nternational meetings the Philippines, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Organisation far
® World animal health situation Animal Health {(OIE) and the World Health Organization (WHO) announced today that the

" government of the Philippines has requested the three agencies send an expett mission to
work with human and ammal health experis in the Ph:hpplnes to further investigate the
situation.

m Official country disease status
" Animal diseases data
= OIE Expertise

. ification of diagnostic . . . . , . o .
Ceriificatio g An increase in pig mortalify on swine farms in the provinces. of Nueva Ecija and Bulacan in

.

assays - 2007 "and 2008 prompted fhe Government of the Philippines to initiate laboratory
& Health standards investigations. Samples taken from ill pigs in May, June and September 2008 were sent to
® Online Bookshop N international reference laboratories which confirmed in late October that the pigs were

infected with a highly virulent strain of Porcine repraductive and respiratory syndrome

- JObSIlntemsmps'rsemces (PRRS) as well as the Ebola-Resten virus.

= Links

Although co-infection in pigs is not unusual, this is the first time globally that an Ebala-
Reston virus has been isolated in’' swine. It is not, however, the first time that the Ebola-
Reston virus has been found in the Philippines : it was fourid in monkeys from the:
Philipp'ines in outbreak s that occurred in 1989-1990, 1892, and 1996.

.- The E bola virus belongs to the Filoviridae family (filovirus) and is comprised of five distinct
species: Zaire , Sudan , Cdte d'lvoire, -Bundibugyo and Reston . Zaire , Sudan and
Bundibugyo species have been associated with large Ebola. hemorrhagic fever (EHF)
outbreak s in Africa with high case fatality ratio (25-—90%) while Céte d'lvoire and Reston
have. not. Reston spec:es can lnfect humans but no serious illness or death in humans have
been reporied to date.

'~ Since being informed of this event in late November, FAO, OIE and WHO have been making.
» every effort to gain a better understanding of the situation and are working closely with the
thppmes Govemment and local animal and human health experts .

The Depaﬂment of Health of the Phlilppmes has reported that initial laboratory fests on
animal handlers and slaughterhouse workers who were thought fo have-come inte contact
with infected pigs were negative for Ebola Reston infection, and that additional testing is
ongoing. The Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) of the Philippines Department of Agriculture
tas notified the QIE that all infected animals were destroyed and buried or bumned, the
infected premisés and establishments have been disinfected and the affected areas are’
under strict quarantine and movement control. Vaccination of swine against PRRS is
- ongoing in the Prownce of Bucalan. PRRS is not transmissible to humans.

The planned joint FAD/OIE/WHO tearn wil work wmth country’ counterparts. to’ address

- through field and laboratory investigation, important qUestions as to the source of the virus,
its transmission, its virulence &nd its natura! habltat in order to provide appropriate guidance
for animal and human health protection. . :

Until these queshons can be answered, the FAO and WHO stressed the |mportance of
carrying out basic good hygtene prachces and food handling measures.

Ebola viruses are normally transmitted via Gontact with the biood or other bodily fluids of an
infected animal ot person..in all siluations, even in the absence of identified risks, meat
handling and preparation should be done in a clean environment (table {op, utensils, knives) .
and meat handlers should follow good persanal hygiene praciices (e.g. clean hands, clean
protective clothing). In general, hands should be r egularly washed while handling raw meat.

"Pork from healthy pigs is safe to eat as long as either the fresh meat is cooked properly (i.e.
70°C in all part of the food, so that there is na pink meat and the juices run clear), or, in the
case of uncooked processed pork, nafional safely standards have been met during
production, processing and distribution.

"+ Meat from sick pigs or.pigslfound dead should not be eaten and should not enter the food
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chain or be given to other animals. !l animals should be reported to the competent
authorities and proper hygiene precautions and protection should be taken when destroying
and disposing. of sick or dead pigs. The Philippines Department of Agriculture has advised
the Philippine publlc to buy ifs meat only from Mational Meat tnspectton Services cetlified

sources. -

As a general rule, proper hygiene and precautionary measures ( wearing gloves, goggles
and protective clothing) should also be exercised when slaughtering or butchering pigs. This
applies both to industdal ard home-siaughtering of pigs. Children and those not involved in
the process of slaughtering should be kept away.
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Ebola Reston in pigs and humans in the Philippines

3 February 2009 —~ On 23 January 2009, the Govérnment of the Philippines announced that a person thought to
have come in contact with sick pigs had tested positive for Ebola Reston Virus (ERV) antibodies (IgG). On 30
January 2009 the Government announced that a further four individuals had been found positive for ERV

~ antibodies: two farm workers in Bulacan and one farm worker in Pangasinan - the two farms currently under
quarantine in northern Luzon because of ERV infection was found in pigs - and one butchier from a

. slaughterhouse in Pangasmau. The person announced on 23 January to have tested positive for ERV antibodles is
reported to be a backyard plg farmer from Valenzuela City - a neighbourhood within Metro Manila.

. The Philippine Départment of Health has said that the people who tested positive appear to bein good health and
have not suffered from any significant illnesses in the past.12 months. The investigation team reported that it was
possible that all-5 individuals had been exposed to the'virus as a result of direct contact with sick pigs. The use of -

_personal protective equipment (PPE) is not common practice among these animal handlers:

From these observations and previous studies of ERV, the virus has shown it can be transmitted to humans,
without resulting in illness. However, the evidence available relates only to healthy adults and it would be
premature to conclude the health effects of the virus on all population groups. The threat to human health is
likely to be low for healthy adults but is unknown for all other population groups, such as 1mmuno-compromlsed
persons, persons with underlymg medical conditions, pregnant women and children. :
The Phlhppme Gove.rnment is conducl.mg contact h“aclng in relation to the five individuals who tested posmve

* for aptibodies. In addition, testing is ongomg for other persons who could have come into contact with sick pigs’
on the two quarantined farms in the provinces of Bilacan and Pangasinan where pigs co-infected with the it
Porcine Respiratory and Reproductive Syndrome (PRRS) and ERV were reported in 2008. The two farms remain
under quarantine and the Philippine Government is maintaining its voluntary hold of exports of lwe plgs and
fresh and frozen pork meit. :

The Philippine Govemment has announced a combined Department of Health and Department of Agriculture
strategy to limit the animal and human health risks of the Ebola Reston Virus and emphasized that local
governments, the pig farming industry and the public will play a critical role in the strategy.

Along with its international partners, the WHO will continue to support the Philippine Government in its efforts
to gain a better understanding of the Ebola Reston v:rus its effects on humans, and the measures that need to be
taken to reduce any risks to human health. - - -
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