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Ratification, acceptance, approval, formal confirmation or
accession

. This Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession by Siates and to formal confinmation
or accession by regional economic integration organizations.
it shall be open for accession from the day after the date on
which the Convention is closed for signature. Instruments of
ratification, acceptance, approval, formal confirmation or
accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.

. Any regional economic integralion crganization which
becomes a Party to the Convention without any of its
Member States being a Party shall be bound by all the
obligations under the Convention. In the case of those
organizations, one or more of whose Member States is a
Party to the Convention, the organization and its Member
States shall decide on their respective responsibilities for the
performance of their obligations under the Convention. In
such cases, the organization and the Member States shall not
be entitled to exercise rights under the Convention
concurrently.

. Regional economic integration organizations shall, in their
instruments relating to formal confimmation or in their
mstruments of accession, declare the extent of their
competence with respect to the matters governed by the
Convention. These organizalions shall also inform the
Depositary, who shall in turn inform the Parties, of any
substantial modification in the extent of their competence.

Arficle 36
Entiy into force

. This Conventicn shall enter into force on the ninetieth day
following the date of deposit of the fortieth instrument of
ratification, acceptance, approval, formal confirmation or
accession with the Depositary.

. For each State that ratifies, accepts or approves the
Convention or accedes thereto afler the conditions set out in
paragraph 1 of this Article for entry inlo force have been
fulfilled, the Convention shall enter into force on the
ninetieth day following the date of deposit of its instrument
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

. For each regional economic integration organization
depositing an instrument of formal confirmation or an
instroment of accession after the conditions set out in
paragraph 1 of this Arlicle for entry into force have been
fulfilied, the Convention shall enter into force on the
ninetieth day following the date of its depositing of the
instrument of formal confinmation or of accession.

. For the purposes of this Article, any instrument deposited by
a regional economic iniegration organization shall not be
counted as additiona] to those deposited by States Members
of the organization.

Arficle 37
Depositary
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The Secretary-General of the Unifed Nations shail be the
Depositary of this Convention and amendments thereto and of
prolocols and ammexes adopted in accordance with Articles 28,
29 and 33.

Article 38
Authentic texts

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally autheniic,
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. :

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersipned, being duly
authorized 1o that effect, have signed this Convention. )

DONE at GENEVA this ﬁ?enty—ﬁrst day of May two thousand
and three.
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