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'f -‘Breast Cancer Mortality Rates
in Selected Countrles, 1951-1997

Brea’st cancer mortalzty is declining or leveling off in industrialized
countries. There is an ongoing debate about the relative roles of screening
mammogranhv and betfer svstemic treatment in this decline. A review of
clinical trials of mammography, published last October, found that the
evidence that breast cancer mortality is reduced among women who are
screened regularly was inconclusive. Last month, however, the U.S.
Preventive Services Task Force concluded that there iS gy
screening every 1 to 2 years reduces mortality from brea [ =ords 307 = F /)1 " 4
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*Rates are per 100,000 women and are age-standardized to the world standard population.

World Health Organization Statistical Information System; access at http://www.who.int/whosis J]\J (‘*J 9/| (F
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