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International Herald Tribune

The Asahi Shimbun

06, 5 .30

By MAVUKG TOITA

Staff Writep

In response to rising num-
bers of people with HIV or
AIDS nationwide, the health
ministry announced Monday
it will step up testing and ed-
ucaiton efforts. -

The number of new cases
of AIDS or people testing
HIV-positive surpassed 1,000
for the second straight year in
2005, rising to 1,199 from 1165
in 2004, There were 832 HIV
carriers and 367 AIDS patients
in 2005,

For a week stavting Tune 1,
free tests for HIV, the virug
ihat canses ATDS, will be avail
abls at nmnicipal centers ap

VRITAESHET (8. T
FREE » BEEEERE 7 4 —5 40
1 ISR

VEBEAEAREES

({k) ==V (OWR3055
IR » FRNHIOTARREE)

night and on weekends as well
as during business hours.

According to a Mipistry of
Health, Labor arid Welfare of
ficial, over 30 percent of peo-
ple who test positive for HIV
have already developed AIDS
symptoms.

At a news conference Mon-
day, actress Yoshiko Tanaka
of the Japan Stop AIDS Fund
emphasized the importance of
getting iested.

“AIDS i3 not an incurable
disease now, There are vari-
ous 'ways for treating HIV-
infected people to prevent
AIDS from developing,” she
saild. “If you ave concerned
aboui possible infection of
HIV, plegze gab aop HIV test as
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soon as possible.”

More than 110 local govern-
ments regularly conduct HIV
tests and counseling. Some 70
of them will expand their test-
ing hours as part of the heaith
ministry carapaign.

AW tests ave free of charge
and aponymeous, ‘Some coin-
munities will also hold lectures
and hand out leaflets,

" The Web site of the AIDS
prevention information net-
work <htipy//api-netifap.orip/>
offers a list of places where
the tests will be provided.

The heslth minisixy has also
posted information pages on
the Yahoo Japan Web siie
through Jiae 30,

The Tolyo Buvean of Social

Health officials step up HIV-awareness driv

. Welfare and Public Healdl

also offer tests at night on
7 and June 14, For tests of
June }, 2, 3 and 7, the 1
will be provided the samx
In Tokyo, “For Ts,” a
lic-health center targ
teenagers, will open ir
bukuro in Toshims War
Over half the 417 HIV/
cases reported in Toky
year affected people in
203 and 30s, and six w
their teens, o
“Younger people will 2
curaie inforination abouf
ihrough participating 1
tures, live concei® 77
evenfs,” an offici: 1
The cenier
oo, Tune Lo Ave 4l
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