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authorities. Serum or tissue samples should be retained for
later studies. In addition, cases of WNV infection occurring
in persons who have illness onset within 2 weeks after blood
donation should be reported. Prompt reporting of these cases
will facilitate withdrawal of potentially infectious blood com-
ponents.

FDA has issued a guidance document for deferral of
donors with suspect or diagnosed WNV infection who have
illness onset before or after donation (3). In addition, the docu-
ment provides recommendations for retrieval and quarantine
of blood and blood components in such donors. FDA, in
collaboration with CDC, the National Institutes of Health,
and HRSA, is sponsoring a workshop on development of

donor-screening assays for WNV. Additional information on
this workshop is available at hetp://www.fda.gov/cber/meer-
ings/wnv110402.htm.
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FIGURE 1. Areas reporting West Nile virus (WNV) activity —
Unlted States, 2002
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