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Canadian Food inspection Agency
May 16, 2005

Standardsfor the Saughter of Cattleand
Processing of Beef Products Eligible for Export to Japan

This program will be a part of the export requirements of beef and beef offa for Japan as stipulated in
Section 11.7.3 Jgpan ,of the Meat Hygiene Manua of Procedures.

1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this document is to describe the standards that beef daughter and processing
establishments must meet in producing beef products for export to Japan. The standards are designed to
meet the following objectives.

@ to ensure removad of dl tissuesindigible for export to Japan from cattle;

2 to prevent cross contamination of edible beef products from indligible tissues during
daughter and processing;

3 to ensure that only products derived from cattle 20 months of age or less are prepared and
certified for export to Japan; and

4 to enable verification of compliance with Jgpan’s import conditions relating to BSE, in
addition to Canada s domestic requirements.

Relevant domestic requirements under the provisions of the Meat Inspection Regulations and Mesat
Hygiene Manua of Procedures which form the foundation for protection of consumers of Canadian beef
products from potential BSE risk are included in this document for the sake of completeness. These
requirements are outlined in Section 4, below.

2. SCOPE

This document gpplies to daughter and processing establishments producing fresh and/or frozen beef
products' for export to Japan. Establishments verified to be meeting the standards described in this
document will be igible to export fresh and/or frozen beef products derived from animas aged 20 months
or less from which tissues indligible for export to Japan have been removed.

L Comprising fresh and/or frozen muscle cuts, trimmings, offal and variety meats.
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Tissues ineligible for export to Japan are those that are designated as specified risk materids in Japan,
comprising the head, excluding tongue and cheek mest, the palatine and lingua tonsls, the spind cord and
dura mater, the distal ileum, and the vertebral column?, including the dorsal root ganglia.

3. AGE VERIFICATION

Beef products digible for export to Japan must be derived from cattle that are 20 months of age or
younger a the time of daughter, using the processes and methods described in “ Age Veification : Age
Determination of Cattle to Qualify Canadian Beef and Beef Products for Export to Japan.” -
http:/Awww.inspection.ge.calenglish//??2.shtm (under construction).

4. REQUIREMENTSAPPLICABLE TO ALL REGISTERED BEEF ESTABLISHMENTS

All registered beef establishments in Canada must comply with the provisions described in Chapter 4,
particularly Annex N, of the Meat Hygiene Manud of Procedures, with respect to SRM, including:

Q) Use of dedicated tools, identified by colour-coding or other visud system, for severing of the spind
cord of animals of al ages and for remova of the spind cord of animas aged 30 months or older,
to prevent transfer of spinal cord tissue fragments to edible tissue.

2 Procedures for remova and disposa of SRM, as defined in Annex N, to prevent cross
contamination of edible mesat products.

Operators are required to reassess their HACCP plans to ensure the hazard associated with SRM (i.e.
BSE infectivity) isidentified on Food Safety Enhancement Program (FSEP) Form 5 (or equivaent) and
that criticd control points (CCP) are identified for anima aging, in the case of daughter plants, and SRM
remova. If the establishment is not yet recognized under FSEP, the operator is responsble for the
development, implementation and maintenance of control programs (based on HACCP) that address all
components of the SRM remova palicy.

As prescribed in Chapter 3 of the Meat Hygiene Manua of Procedures, each establishment must have a
written sanitation program, sgned by the responsible plant officia, that identifies the person(s) responsible
for implementing the program, describes the daily procedures conducted before and during operations and
the frequencies at which they are conducted to prevent contamination of edible products, and describes
corrective procedures to be taken in response to occurrences of contamination. In particular, the program
must address pre-operationd requirements for the cleaning and sanitizing of food contact surfaces,
equipment and tools, and provide for verification of the effectiveness of these procedures before the start-
up of operations. Daily records are required to document implementation and monitoring of the sanitation
program, deviations noted, and corrective and preventive actions taken.

For these purposes, the definition of the vertebral column does not include the vertebrae of the tail, the transverse and
dorsal processes of the thoracic and lumbar vertebrae, and the wings of the sacrum.
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5. SLAUGHTER ESTABLISHMENTS PRODUCING BEEF PRODUCTS FOR EXPORT
TO JAPAN

In addition to requirements outlined in Section 4, operators of daughter establishments and integrated
processing establishments are required to develop and implement written procedures to ensure the
fallowing:

@ that only products derived from cattle 20 months of age or less are prepared for export to Japan;

2 that dl indigible tissues are removed from these cattle in a hygienic manner to prevent cross
contamination and commingling with meet products that may be exported to Japan; and

3 that the carcasses and meat products derived from these cattle are easly distinguished from other
carcasses and beef products from the point a which the age is determined until the products are
packaged and appropriately labeled or the carcassis removed from the establishment.

The written procedures should clearly outline the controls that will be implemented to ensure that
gpplicable requirements are met and that digible products can be readily distinguished from indigible
products a dl times. The procedures must be acceptable to the ingpector in charge and must include
monitoring, verification and record-keeping activities, deviation procedures and be auditable and effective.

The procedures must address the following, as appropriate to the establishment and to CHIA verification
needs:

. Determination of the age of cattle by a method acceptable to the CFIA.

. From the point where age is determined, distinguishing cattle determined to be 20 months of age or
less and/or the carcasses, offa and other parts of carcasses derived from such cattle.

. Application of amark or deviceto clearly identify the carcass sdes of animas 20 months of age or
less.

. Hygienic remova of the head, excluding tongue and cheek mest, the padatine and lingud tonsis, the
spind cord and dura mater, the digtd ileum, and the vertebral column, including the dorsal root
ganglia

. Cutting/deboning of digible carcassesin distinct lots, segregated tempordly or by space from other
carcasses and parts thereof.

. Labdling of boxes containing digible mest or offa in amanner that will eesly disinguish them from
boxes containing meet or offd derived from other cattle.

6. CFIA VERIFICATION

CH A ingpection gaff routindy verify the accuracy and/or effectiveness of operator implementation of the
following requirements:

. Determination of age and identification of dligible carcasses, offd and other parts.
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. Removd of indigible tissues and related hygienic procedures.
. Digtinguishing carcasses, offd and other parts.

. Labdling.

. Sanitation program.

The verification activities must be carried out daily in daughter establishments.

Where compliance with these conditions cannot be verified, certification of product for export to Japan will
not be provided.

A monthly review of the establishment’ s performance is conducted by the veterinarian or ingpector in
charge of each establishment. The report generated from this review is submitted to a Regiond Veterinary
Officer (in the case of adaughter establishment) who will follow up on any concerns raised by the report.
A quarterly review of the establishment’ s performance and CFIA verification responsihilities is conducted
by aRegiond Veterinary Officer.

Compliance and enforcement actions are taken by ingpection staff when deviations are noted. Typica
actionstha are within the authority of inspection saff include:

. Placing product under detention pending rework (e.g. carcasses with remnants of spina cord).

. Requiring an operator to develop and implement corrective and/or preventive measures with
respect to deficienciesidentified in a plan or program.

. Deeming product to be indigible for export to Japan if age determination, remova of indligible
tissues, digtinguishing and/or labelling requirements cannot be verified.

. Refusing to certify product for export if compliance with export requirements has not been
achieved or cannot be verified.

. Ordering the sugpension of operationsin dl or part of an establishment if a Sgnificant food safety
risk isidentified and cannot be immediately controlled.

Executive staff in CFIA Area Operations have authority to suspend an establishment’s License to Operate,
as necessary.
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Canadian Food I nspection Agency

March 23, 2005

Age Verification

Age Determination of Cattle to Qualify Canadian Beef and Beef Productsfor Export to
Japan

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this document is to describe the processes and methods by which the age of cattle
presented for daughter will be determined and verified to ensure that only beef and beef
products derived from animals 20 months of age or lesswill be certified for export to Japan.

20 THE CANADIAN CATTLE IDENTIFICATION (ID) SYSTEM

The minimum standards for cattle identification in Canada are established in the federd Health
of Animals Regulations and are enforced by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).

Under the Health of Animals Regulations, dl catle leaving afarm must be identified by aunique
number gppearing on an ear tag in numeric form and ether as a bar code or encrypted in an
electronic device. Radio frequency identification (RFID) was implemented in the Province of
Quebec in 2002. While RFID tags have dso been available for use e sawhere in the country, the
bar code format has been the norm in the rest of Canada since the nationd 1D system was
implemented in 2001. The bar code format is now being replaced by RFID in both the dairy and
beef sectors, starting in 2004.

The system in Quebec, developed and managed by Agri-Tracabilité Québec (ATQ), currently
includes the birth date for dl cattle born in the Province. The nationa system, developed and
maintained by the Canadian Cattle I dentification Agency (CCIA), was recently modified to
enable the entry of birth date information for cattle born in the rest of the country. Further
information on the CCIA and ATQ is provided in Attachments 3.1 and 3.2, respectively.

The identification numbers recorded on the ear tags are captured in the CCIA or ATQ databases
at the time of manufacture and the information in the database is updated to identify the holder

of the tags each time the tags change handsin the digtribution system. When ear tags are
purchased by a cattle producer, the identification numbers are then associated with a pecific
premises identified by name and location. The producer provides information to the CCIA or
ATQ to identify the animal to which each ear tag and associated identification number has been
aoplied, either by direct entry into the database viathe Internet or in other formats for entry by
the CCIA, ATQ or an authorized third party (a proxy). ldentifying information may include the
identification numbers of the calf’s Sre and dam, its gender and its date of birth.
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Mandatory identification has been in place since 2001, which means that the birth herds of al
cettle born since then can be readily identified for the purpose of verifying the accuracy of birth
dates entered into the CCIA and ATQ databases.

3.0 RECORDING DATE OF BIRTH

When the birth date of an animal is entered into the CCIA or ATQ database, the method by
which the date was determined is entered at the sametime. Acceptable methods for determining
the age of an animd include the following:

. The actud date on which a caf was born.

. The first day of the calving period in which a group of calves was born. (This date
becomes the de facto date of birth for dl cavesin the group.)

The above dates are based on observation by the owner, family members or employees of a
cattle ranch or farm and are duly recorded in written or eectronic herd records maintained on the
premises, before being entered into the CCIA or ATQ database. Birth date informationis only
accepted from validated” producers to verify known source and ensure data integrity .

4.0 VERIFYING ACCURACY OF BIRTH DATES

All birth dates entered in the CCIA or ATQ database are subject to third-party audit to verify
their accuracy. Herd records to be audited are determined by random sdlection of animals from
among those with birth information entered in the database. The initia gpproach is further
described in Attachment 3.3.

Audits may be conducted by private veterinarians, brand inspectors, employees of the federd or
provincia governments, or other independent parties identified by a government body.

50 AGEDETERMINATION FOR SLAUGHTER

When animas are ready or nearing readiness for daughter their ear tags are scanned to capture
their unique CCIA or ATQ identification numbers. This may take place at a beef producer’s
premises or at an auction market where animas are assembled for sde. Authorized” producers

or auction market operators query the CCIA or ATQ database to obtain the birth dates associated
with the identification numbers of the animasin question. Animas determined to be 20 months

of age or less according to the birth dates are then presented for daughter as agroup of animals
eligible to provide meat and mesat products for export to Japan. These animals are accompanied
to the abattoir by areport generated from the CCIA or ATQ system which documents the
identification numbers and associated birth dates of the animals.

e Validated producers are those who have been assigned unique user names and passwords by the CCIA to enable direct

access to the database for the purpose of entering data concerning their herds, such as animal birth dates.
Authorized by the CCIA or ATQ to access the database for the purpose of obtaining the recorded birth dates of animalsin
their possession.
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At the abattoir, the establishment operator confirms the ages of animals presented for daughter
and maintains the animas that are confirmed to be 20 months of age or lessin identifiable
groups, segregated from animas that are older than 20 months or whose ages have not been
determined.

In Stuations where the ages of animals arriving for daughter have not been pre-determined, an
authorized establishment operator may query the CCIA or ATQ database to obtain the birth dates
of the animasto determine their ages. As above, animds determined to be 20 months of age or
less would be segregated from animals that are older than 20 months or whose ages have not

been determined.

The performance of producers and auction market operators is subject to audit by the CFIA or a
third party identified by CFIA. The performance of establishment operators is monitored by on-
ste CFIA ingpection gaff as part of their routine ingpection activities. The purpose of the
auditing and monitoring is to verify the accuracy of age determination and the resultant sorting

and digposition of animas.

6.0 INTERIM PROCEDURESFOR ANIMALSBORN OUTSIDE QUEBEC IN 2004

The vast mgority of animals born in 2004 are no longer on their premises of birth, but rather are
located in feedlots owned by other parties. Furthermore, very few, if any of these animaswould
have their dates of birth recorded in the CCIA database. Therefore, the procedures described
below are intended to enable the marketing of meat from animas 20 months of age or less
during 2005. These procedures are founded on the fact that animals born in 2004 are easily
digtinguishable, by their physical gppearance, from animas that were born the year before.

Feedlot operators with animals having the gppearance of yearlings or younger anima's scan the
ear tags of these animals and forward ligts of the identification numbersto the CCIA. The

CCIA, inturn, contacts the origina owners of the animals to ask them to extract the birth date
information for the animas in question from their herd records and provideit to the CCIA, ether
by direct entry into the database or viaa Proxy. The CCIA subsequently returns the ear tag lists
with the associated birth dates to the originating feedlot operators. Alternaively, the CCIA may
amply notify authorized feedlot owners that the requested birth dates have been entered into the
database and are available for downloading.

In cases where the origind owners of the animals do not have birth dates in their herd records,
the owners are advised to enter adefault date of January 1, 2004, or the first date of the monthin
which thefirgt caf in agroup was born if that can be reliably determined. The feedlotsin which
these animals reside are subject to audit by athird party to verify the reported identity of the
animds and that the animals have the appearance of yearlings or younger animas. Records
showing the dates on which animals had entered the feedlot may aso be examined for

supporting informetion.
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7.0 COMPLIANCE

The CHA isresponsible for the enforcement of the Canadian Caitle Identification Program, in
accordance with its responsibilities under the Health of Animals Act and Regulations. The
objective of the enforcement srategy is full compliance. Where non-compliance persds, the
CFIA issues adminidrative monetary pendties for violations of the Health of Animals
Regulations pertaining to cattle ID. Prosecution aso remains an option and the CFIA reserves
the right to proceed with a prosecution under the Health of Animals Act.

In the event that the farm audit vist determines that the birth date information in the database is
inaccurate, the following actions will gpply:

The birth date information in the database will be corrected.

Other than for avery minor deviation, the database will flag that the birth date record in
guestion as well asthe other birth date records from the same producer during the same
cdendar year are not recognized as officid, and can not be used for export certification
purposes.

Any producer making afase or mideading statement to an ingpector or a veterinary officer is
aso subject to an administrative monetary pendty of $4,000 under the Agriculture and Agri-
Food Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations.

Attachment 3.4 provides a copy of Part XV of the Health of Animals Regulations pertaining to
the nationd cattle identification requirements and prohibitions. The relevant portions of the
Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative Monetary Penalties Regulations is provided in
Attachment 3.5.

Age Verification Page4 of 4



BT gt A T (CFIA)
2005 45 5 16 H
AAE T ICEH FTRE 2 4R 0 L B L A AR O TICER 2 &% [RAR]

o7 v 77 ME, Meat Hygiene Manual of Procedures @ 11.7.3 THLUE S 415 HA W]
T OER K OFONIEROERESRIFEO L 2D b D TH S,

1. Frim
ARLEORBINL, FO LR LTI B A # N S 405 R ERE Z A ET 5 BRI 72
TRERELZTLRT D22 THD, ZOEBEILUTOHNEZHIZT X OIS TND
(D) F26. BARBT O I Rk 222 TOMBORELZHEICT D L
(2) EEDDIMLITHT TOLRITIBN T, B 4= AL 5L O AE S 2k ik D> © D A8 7275 Y
<&
(3) 20 7 HLL T 040 b OB O AH 73 ARG Ot & LTI - SBESND 2 &,
LT
(4) W FZOENHENNA T, BSE ([ZBHET 5 A ARDRMASRIFICEE L T0D 2 & 2k
HyLoZtzmesdo e
AT FEFRNE GO BSE OBIEN Y 27 026 O ER#EO K4 705 Meat
Inspection Regulations } " Meat Hygiene Manual of Procedures D SIATE D HiL 5
WO H D ENOMERMIL, AXELMTETLHNTEZD LI, ZALOREIT, LT
D7 var4THHRINS,

2. #iHA

Z OXET, AARICER S D AR OV OIS AR R T &2 A PET D LS K OV e
RICHEA SN D, AXECTHEIN TVDIEEITEA L TWVWD ERE SN iiL, AR

6]V O USRI A 7Rk 2 B 25 S 7z 20 20 H LT D40 & O AERE R OV T, H a4
AT LN TE D,

H A6 s IS AR 72 ik 1T, AR TR ERBRSA. (SRM) & L THEIN T
HAOFE (F, ZZREZRLS) . OELRCEORKk, FF66, 65, BIGEAE RO, 4
2 (WM AZET) OIS,

1 EFHWMEOAL, Bl E L, NIBA ORI =T 4 I— b5,
2 ZOXEOHIIZBW TTIFREOERIIT, BHE, MHER OBEHEREZSE, K OMIERITE e,



3. HEnFEHA
HAS A 2 T RE 72 2R L S 1%, TAge Verification: Age Determination of Cattle to
Qualify  Canadian Beef and Beef Products for Export to Japan

(http://www.inspection.ge.ca/english/???.shtm (fEfLH) )] THE I N TWAFIELOF
EEHNTEFROEFS T 20 »HBLLT EGEH SN FHKOH O TRITFIIZR B0,

4. 2TORGEFFAMRICHEE S 5548
B HDOETOREE AL, SRM IZB L. Meat Hygiene Manual of Procedure

@ Chapter4 OF5iZ Annex N THE SN TWA L TOSRIAICHES LR TIUT R 570,

(1) BERICHES N D MEMRICER OB A M ET 52 L &2 T 5720, 2 TOARDFNDL
FHAUERL, 30 AU EOFDOFREZ RET D72 DIZE BL OMOBR TR TR
ARER Y AT MRV RESNEHHOERZ MWD Z &

(2) SRM OFREKR OSSO FNAIZ, Annex N THEINTWAH ERBY, BRI A&
WILEL DAY 2 BT 5 2 &

B IL, SRMIZBSE L T\ A P — K (BSE OEGMESE) 23, #3EIZ Food Safety
Enhancement Program(FSEP)® Form 5(F 721X Z Y T2 & DI W THRIE
. FOHERRE (E&EHO%E) KO SRM OFRZEIZHIT 5 Critical Control Point
(CCPRFFEENTND Z L &R T 2720, HH D HACCP 77 A2 a5 Z &
MRDBID, b LHEaxHs, FSEP O F TRIEAZZIT TWReWD ThiE, YitkeEd
%, SRM BREGEOMMER O TITHIGT 2EH T v 7T LOMEE, E17, MFFx
ITOBMEEART D,

Meat Hygiene Manual of Procedures @ Chapter 3 THEINLTWH EEY | &4 Dl
RIL, MR OBMEEICE Y BA INEHOMAET v 7T L E2BH LTl b4,
FAUTED M7 0 VT LOBEANDOEMEDRE S, sk ORBERT R OB 1217
I REH2DOFIA, KO, 6 03RS R OIHRZ Y I 5 72012 O FNADAT
O DBENBE S, FROFAEDERIZHEL Db B EHEIHE IS, FFZ, Y
TR T ALY BT DR, FRE N ONE B OBRERT OV &K ONEE D5
TEDRIAL S F. BRENATIZ 240 b O FNEDOBRARE S AL RTF VTR 5720, H % DFRLEk
X, ZOHETa T AOBEARNE=2 Y 7 RS NTRBLONE U b &IE
O T RSB & fiek T D 7O E & S b,

5. AARMTICHHB SN FARSEZEET S LB
ka4 THELSNTCEIRTMA, & B% M OWEE SN TR O #E 13, LA
TOFERBEAZMEINCT H7-DICEHCFIRAMEL, BAT LI LEPRDLND,
(1) 20 2 HERLLF OB KOREOAZ N AARETOEHA L LTHESRS Z &
(2) & TORGERE /AR, RZAGY KO, AARMIT I S5 B ~DRE & B Ik



T DO DFEEN R FIETINLDENLRESND Z &

B ZNHDENLHELNTRRN LK OERIL, ARSIRESINERERN G, BEAE - &
IREND M, YREAL AR DR S D F T, ok SRR 2 B R 5 IR
TEhHEoicshsz e
XE SN FIEL, B S RFICEAG L, W ICEE 2GS RNER RS D05
BHITHNTED Z L 2R T 57 DICEBAS N EHIZOW TR S ~& T
HbH, ZOFET HYBOMEFENZITANDLZEDOTELHLDOTHY E=F Y 7,
FRAE K OGCER IR AT IS BT D168, B & - 72358 OFIaE 5 7, B ATRE T D% R
I CRITIUXR B2,

ZOFMEZ, figk<e CFIA OMEEDOSLEMITIE U, LUTF OFIEITHL LA T iEze 7
W,
CFIA IZHFR S LD FEIC K 24D Al oBiE
HAEDPE S LD REELABED 20 22 HRLL T & RE SR YT, 2D X9 7%
LORAL NI O O OB OERAL O X 5]
20 7> H i LA T DA kg A o i i 2 B L2k 3 2 72 8D oD Bl S 324 oD i
B (5. IR EERLS) AELER, 86, mEE, BIIGEACE & O (R
MR 2 &) ORAERNZRERE
Z DDA R NZED—E 5, REEEY S L < I3 REE L 72 IREEC, XIS
Nl y MIBWT, HEET 5B ORI O Ik
Z DD FRRLNNEZ & THE D DA S ITHON T E 2 FIEIC K AT 2 K ST
B LR DFR

6. CFIA DFREE
CFIA OfAEE 1L B FHINZLLT Ok 08 A D IEMENE R OV UIE M A REET 2,
Al DWRTE L AT DLW, P O OO D70
R e Rk O bR % & B9 5 A T
K, Wi O O oL O X5
R
e v 7T A

ZORBGHEENT, & EHITRWTE B FE ST e S0,

ZIDDRMICHT HESFNIAEATE 20 E ZAIZHOW TR, BARMNITEH O 7= 0 0 fl
mh DFEFNIAZAT Sz,

FEFR DR T o — v AT BEH DL E 2 —3, & & ORiak DY ok E A T
BlIZXkoTEMEND, ZOLEa2a—0HEFIL, SFREFICEWTRESNEEL
B 5 Z & & D MIBEREE (& S5 05NN S LD,

JEFE DT g —~< AL CFIA ORFEE(LIZHT MU T LD L B 2 — [ ILEIZR T



s EREE B I L 0 EiE S D,
WILAHER SN D HA L, BT E EROTETHRRAEAY v 7OFIZL Y EiShd,
RAA S 7 OHERO I B 5 BB 72 IG 8T LT % & T,
72 LIk b WL ORE L BB OF 1L GRBEDIRE L1 %)
EHF IR DXL 1 7 7 DTV THERR S U7 A (2 B L 72 & 1 K OV
LT B B ORESE e OV i 0D FER
AERRER, A 7 Rk OB E, KB N XIIFRROFMEDFEA TE 2 0WEEEICE
WCEL 2 BRI ORI E S & AT L
B HH SRS 3D B ST SRR ST 222 o 20 UTFEH TE A2 WA ISR D
HiTAn o OS5 O FER O HEiE
HRRBEMZRE OV R BfHEREN, BEbiZary br— 352 R TERN
AR D liak D4 T O OB D 1L DR

CFIA OHIEB AT OBEREIT, BEIZIEL, MR OBET A & ADEIEZ2AT O MR
WH D,



Age verification®iA > k

1. HEARH®DRH

(3.0 Recording date of birth)
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(4.0 Verifying accuracy of birth dates)
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3. LEICERLIAMDRE

(5.0 Age determination for slaughter)
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4. TRYGWMUNT2004F(ICHEL-FICRIBERE

(6.0 Interim procedures for animals born outside Quebec in 2004)
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