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Developing a Water Management

Program to Reduce Legionella
Growth & Spread in Buildings

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES s
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

7500 Security Boulevard, Mail Stop C2-21-16
CENTERS FOR MEDICARE & 'AEDICAID SERVICES

Center for Clinical Standards and Quality/Survey & Certification Group

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO IMPLEMENTING
INDUSTRY STANDARDS

Ref: S&C 17-30-Hospitals/CAHy/NHs
REVISED 06.09.2017

DATE: June 02, 2017
TO: State Survey Agency Directors
FROM: Director

Survey and Certification Group

SUBJECT: Reqmm:nnmRnhnchwMHaRnkauhhuxeFaulnmeSyﬂumm
Prevent Cases and Outbreaks of Legionnaires’ Disease (LD
***Revised to Clarify Provider Types Afa\cmd‘“

. tﬁwmmm i can cause a serious og‘sluluu
LD in persons at risk. Those at risk include persons who are at years old,
smokers, or those with underlying medical conditions such as chronic hing disease or
immunosuppression. Outbreaks have been linked to poorly maintained water systems in
wmnummmmm-ﬂh&mm
facilities. Transmission can occur via aerosols from devices such as showerheads,
cooling towers, hot tubs, and decorative fountains.

» Facility Requirements to Prevent Legionella Infections: Facilities must develop and
adhere to policies and that mhibit microbial growth in building water
systems that reduce the nsk of growth and spread of legionella and other opportumistic
pathogens in water.

o This policy memorandum applies to Hospitals, Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) and
Long-Term Care (LTC). However, this policy memorandum is also intended to provide
general awareness for all healthcare organizations.

Background

LD, a severe sometimes fatal pneumonia, can occur in persons who inhale aerosolized droplets
of water contaminated with the bacterium Legionella. In a recent review of LD outbreaks i the
United States occurnng in 2000-2014, l?Aofaﬂhnkswueanm&lmg-mm
facilities and 15% with hospitals. The rate of reported cases of legionellosis, which comprises
both LD and Pontiac fever (a milder, selflmnted,mﬁm—likeﬂhus)humusedﬂ?/.m
the US during 2000-2014, with 5,000 cases reported to the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC) in 2014. Approximately 9% of reported legionellosis cases are
fatal.
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Soda EA et al., Vital Signs: Health Care-Associated
Legionnaires' Disease Surveillance Data from 20 States and a
Large Metropolitan Area - United States, 2015. MMWR Morb
Mortal Wkly Rep. 2017 Jun 9;66(22):584-589.
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Quanti-Tray/Legiolert: Serotyping

Ricci ML, Sartory DPS (A 2T RUKAY)
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- SEFREIP3EIERK (8:55, 4RI t. . 8RR TR)
<  IEFEEEQPCR
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European Technical Guidelines for the
Prevention, Control and Investigation, of
Infections Caused by Legionella species
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European Technical Guidelines for the Prevention, Control and
Investigation, of Infections Caused by Legionella species
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The 10t International Conference on

Legionella

Tokyo/Yokohama, September 2021
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Kuroki T, Ishihara T, Ito K, et al: Bathwater-associated cases of legionellosis in
Japan, with a special focus on Legionella concentrations in water. Jap J Infect
Dis 2009; 62:201-205.D F2K UV FK3KLYkiw. ® DEHITIL, PFGE(/NILRT4—
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