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he Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services (CMS) provides
health care coverage for more than
a hundred mllion Ameéerficans
through Medicare, Medicaid, and
the . Children's Health Insurance. Program
{CHIP),' That number will increase significantly

As the single largest US payer for health care,
CHMS pgenerates enprmous amounts of data
Through Medicare alones, CALS collects over
two billion data points per year through the pay-
ment of hospital, physician, dreg, and other
health care claims, as well as billions of other
data points on such items as enrollment infor-
mation, beneficiary eligibility checks, guality
metrics, and calls to 1-300-MEDICARE." CM35

(H4 #8)Using Big Data To Transform Care, Health Affairs, July 2014; Volume 33, Issue 7
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source Authors’ endlysis of data from the Centers for Medicars and Madicsid Sefvices.

EXHIBIT 2

Change In Ali-Condition Thirty-Day Hospital Readmissi
2007-1 Average And 2013 Aversge

Rates For Medicars Banseficiaries, By Hospitsl Referral Region,

el Spercentags-polnt reduction
8«15t (5 percentage-point rocuction

@ <0510 025 peresntage-paint reduction
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— (1) Leveraging The Big-Data Revolution: CMS Is Expanding Capabilities To Spur Health System Transfo
rmation, Niall Brennan, Allison Oelschlaeger, Christine Cox, and Marilyn Tavenner, Health Aff July 20

14 33:1195-1202
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For Big Data, Big
Questions Remain

Medicare’s release of practitioner payments highlights 1
and weaknesses of digging into big data.

BY DAWN FALLIK

nppe medic

s_pr are_p

nppes_ ovid artici

provid er_c patio

n_indi place_of_ hcpcs_ line_srvc_c
_city ip ry provider_type cator service code hcpes_description nt

SAN RAFAEL 949013026 CA US  Pathology Y 0 88305 Tissue exam by pathologist 1,797
SAN RAFAEL 949013026 CA US  Pathology Y (0] 88342 Immunohistochemistry 568
SAN RAFAEL 949013026 CA US Pathology Y 0 G0416 Sat biopsy prostate 1-20 spc 25
OWENSBORO 423015300 KY US  Physical Therapist Y 0 97001 Pt evaluation 31
OWENSBORO 423015300 KY US  Physical Therapist Y 0 97035 Ultrasound therapy 47
OWENSBORO 423015300 KY US  Physical Therapist Y (0] 97110 Therapeutic exercises 983
OWENSBORO 423015300 KY US  Physical Therapist Y 0 97112 Neuromuscular reeducation 28

uring the second week of
April, medical journal-
ists nationwide dropped
everything and started
plaving with Medicare
records. In response to a lawsuit from
the Wall Street Journal, the federal gov-
ernment released payment records for
moare than 823,000 practitioners na-

tionwide. The multimillion-record re-
lease from the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CM5) meant
that reporters could figure out which
doctors, down to their very names and
specialties, were bringing in the biggest
federal payments.

[t was great information, fantastic
source material, and just the latest em-

(H4 #8)Using Big Data To Transform Care, Health Affairs, July 2014; Volume 33, Issue 7

(4) Big Data In Health: A New Era For Research And Patient Care, Alan R. Weil,Health Aff July 2014 33:1110
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