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Children without parental care

52. The Committee notes with concern the lack of a policy on alternative, family-based care for
children without parental care, the increase in the number of children taken into care away from
their families, the inadequate standards of many institutions, in spite of efforts to provide small-

group and family-type care, and the reportedly widespread abuse of children in alternative care

facilities. In this regard, the Committee notes the establishment of a complaints procedure which,
regrettably, has not been widely implemented. The Committee welcomes the fact that foster parents
receive mandatory training and receive an increased allowance, but is concerned that some
categories of foster parents are not financially supported.
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