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[K[E NTPISUMMARY OF DATA FOR CHEMICAL SELECTION “Magnesium Oxide” page 12, 13)]###

Eegulatory Status: The OSHA permissible exposure limit (PEL) for magnesium oxide fume
(total particulate) is 15 mg/m’ averaged over an eight-hour work shift A short-term
exposure limit (STEL) has not been determined (OSHA, 1995).

OSHA'’s January 19, 1989 Final Rule on Air Contaminants contained an 8-hour time-
weighted average (TWA) PEL of 10 mg/m’ (total particulate) and 5 mg/m’ (respirable
particulate) for magnesium oxide fume. NIOSH did not concur with OSHA s limut for
magnesium oxide fume, noting that exposure to magnesium oxide may cause chronic
respiratory disease in addition to metal fume fever. The 1989 rule was remanded by the
US Circuit Court of Appeals and the limits are not currently n force (NIOSH, 2001)

The ACGIH recommended threshold limit value (TLV) for magnesium oxide fume is a
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TWA of 10 mg/m’ based on imitation and metal fume fever (ACGIH, 2000).

FDA views magnesium oxide as an indirect food additive and GRAS compound
(Clydesdale, 1997).
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