
 111 

Environmental Health Industry 

Structural Chart of Measures for Improvement of Environmental Health IndustryOverview
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Observance of management standards by food sanitation instructors, etc.

Inspections and guidance by environmental sanitation inspectors, etc. in accordance with relevant laws
Entertainment Places Act, Public Bath Houses Act, Inns and Hotels Act
Barbers Act, Cosmetologists Act, Laundries Act

Promotion of voluntary activities by environmental health industry associations of respective businesses  
(Environmental Health Industry Act)

Environmental health industry associations (Article 3 of the Act)
Environmental health industry sub-associations (Article 52-4 of the Act)
Federations of environmental health industry associations (Article 53 of the Act)

Financing by Japan Finance Corporation (Japan Finance Corporation Act) 

Formulation of promotional guidelines by the government 
1. The Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare designates business categories and formulates guidelines on matters 

necessary for the improvement of businesses (Article 56-2 of the Environmental Health Industry Act) 
2. Environmental health industry associations formulate promotion plans based on the promotional guidelines and obtain 

approval from the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare (Article 56-3 of the Environmental Health Industry Act)  
(may be delegated to the director of the relevant Regional Bureau of Health and Welfare) 

Subsidy for environmental health industry guidance centers (Article 63 of the Environmental Health Industry Act) 
Prefectural environmental health industry guidance centers (Article 57-3 of the Environmental Health Industry Act) 
National environmental health industry guidance center (Article 57-9 of the Environmental Health Industry Act) 
(Main services)
1. Consultation/guidance on management
2. Handling consumer complaints 
3. Establishment of standard business stipulation (business methods or trade agreements, etc.) 
4. Holding seminars, etc. 
5. Collecting information 

Subsidy and other support for environmental health industry associations, sub-associations, and federations 
(Article 63-2 of the Environmental Health Industry Act)

Taxation measures (reduced tax rate, etc.)

Survey on the management status of environmental health industry

With regard to excessive competition:
1. Establishment and approval of regulations (Article 9 of the Environmental Health Industry Act) 

Restriction on fees/sales prices and business methods 
2. Adjustment of business areas with large-sized enterprises (Business Area Adjustment Act) 

 

 



 112 

Changes in Number of Environmental Health Industry Facilities (Actual Numbers)

Total 

Entertainment places 

Movie theater 

Sports facilities 

Others 

Hotels and inns 

Hotels

Inns

Lodging houses  

Boardinghouses  

Public bath houses 

Ordinary public 
bath houses  

Private room style

Health centers 

Sauna baths

Sports facilities 

Others 

Barber shops

Beauty salons

Laundries

Ordinary laundry
shops

Agent stores

Non-store agents

Restaurants 

Coffee shops 

Meat sales

Ice sales

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

2,542,613

4,873

1,943

368

2,562

105,473

7,412

70,393

25,571

2,097

26,009

9,461

1,341

1,653

2,920

…

10,634

142,718

196,512

163,554

49,563

113,991

…

1,480,669

239,282

179,810

3,713

2,534,562

4,935

1,908

370

2,657

104,046

7,769

68,982

25,324

1,971

26,377

9,020

1,330

1,746

2,742

…

11,539

142,809

198,889

164,225

49,215

115,010

…

1,475,160

240,152

174,403

3,566

2,549,560

5,024

1,938

383

2,703

102,854

7,944

67,891

25,150

1,869

26,744

8,790

1,328

1,911

2,671

…

12,044

142,786

201,379

163,999

48,103

115,896

…

1,485,701

245,868

171,734

3,471

2,567,847

5,092

1,984

379

2,729

101,494

8,110

66,766

24,778

1,840

26,870

8,422

1,320

2,010

2,583

…

12,535

141,321

200,682

163,027

47,324

115,703

…

1,502,891

252,134

170,922

3,414

2,618,565

5,179

2,024

396

2,759

99,176

8,220

64,831

24,354

1,771

26,732

8,117

1,329

2,041

2,433

…

12,812

140,911

202,434

162,347

46,595

115,752

…

1,544,720

263,940

169,766

3,360

2,617,007

5,160

1,976

405

2,779

97,267

8,363

63,388

23,883

1,633

26,827

7,851

1,343

2,086

2,362

…

13,185

140,599

205,204

159,801

45,848

113,953

…

1,546,154

267,671

165,101

3,223

2,604,773

5,113

1,920

404

2,789

94,908

8,518

61,583

23,268

1,539

26,706

7,516

1,343

2,167

2,181

…

13,499

140,374

208,311

157,112

44,505

112,607

…

1,537,720

271,536

159,919

3,074

2,590,794

5,032

1,822

401

2,809

92,744

8,686

59,754

22,931

1,373

26,831

7,324

1,346

2,291

2,140

…

13,730

140,130

210,795

155,109

44,041

111,068

…

1,526,198

275,202

155,791

2,962

2,570,853

5,063

1,860

397

2,806

90,343

8,811

58,003

22,475

1,054

27,074

7,130

1,343

2,287

2,169

…

14,145

139,548

213,313

150,753

42,664

108,089

…

1,506,751

282,853

152,317

2,838

2,568,310

5,034

1,839

387

2,808

87,927

8,990

55,567

22,396

974

27,674

6,653

1,364

2,396

2,070

2,650

12,541

138,855

215,719

147,395

41,998

105,134

263

1,503,459

289,088

150,397

2,762

2006

2,560,450

5,001

1,815

384

2,802

86,818

9,180

54,107

22,590

941

28,753

6,326

1,340

2,359

2,299

2,958

13,471

137,292

217,769

143,989

40,638

103,061

290

1,496,480

293,402

148,324

2,622

2007 2008

2,535,169

4,987

1,761

392

2,834

85,566

9,442

52,295

22,900

929

28,792

6,009

1,367

2,331

2,334

3,090

13,661

136,768

219,573

141,190

39,632

101,191

367

1,479,218

291,587

144,981

2,507

2,506,214

4,959

1,750

401

2,808

84,411

9,603

50,846

23,050

912

28,523

5,722

1,406

2,340

2,276

3,241

13,538

135,615

221,394

137,097

38,165

98,586

346

1,457,371

292,889

141,571

2,384

2009

2,482,593

4,921

1,702

394

2,825

82,952

9,688

48,966

23,429

869

28,154

5,494

1,358

2,355

2,082

3,238

13,627

134,552

223,645

133,584

37,393

95,805

386

1,446,479

285,967

140,065

2,274

Source: “Report on Public Health Administration and Services”, Statistics and Information Department, Minister's Secretariat, MHLW
(Note) The figures up to FY1996 are as of the end of December of each year and the figures from FY1997 on are as of the end of 

March of the next year. 
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