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[3] Living Environment 
Food Safety Administration 

Imported food, etc.

Mutual 
cooperation in 
implementing 

measures

[1] Monitoring 
     inspection, 
     etc.
[2] Inspection 
     order

• Disclosing inform
ation

• Hearing opinions

• Disclosing inform
ation

• Hearing opinions

[1] Food business licensing
[2] On-ste inspection, audit and 

guidance
[3] Sampling test
[4] Inspection order
[5] Food poisoning investigation, etc.
[6] Handling complaints, etc.
[7] Dissemination and enlightenment 

of food sanitation

Food Safety Administration

MHLW (risk management)

Prefectures (47), 
cities establishing health centers

(19 designated cities, 41 core cities, and 8 others), 
special wards (23)

Regional Bureau of
Health and Welfare (7)

(46 food sanitation inspectors) Quarantine stations (31)
(383 food sanitation inspectors)

Health centers (495)
(7,820 food sanitation inspectors)

Consumers
Food business operators, etc.

(1) Facilities requiring a business license (restaurants, etc.): 2,563,113
(2) Other facilities not requiring a business license: 1,370,684

Registered conformity
assessment bodies

Food Safety Commission
(risk assessment)

Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

(risk management)

Consumer Affairs Agency
(risk management)

Consumer Commission

Pharmaceutical Affairs and
Food Sanitation CouncilRequest for advice

Submit report

Test request

Supply safety food

Proposal, etc.

Close cooperation 
among relevant 

authorities

Interactive exchange of 
information and opinions 
among those concerned

Supervision and 
guidance on 

imported food

• Consultation
• Applicataion

• Consultation
• Report

• Registration 
  (cancellation) 
• Audit and guidance

Approval and supervision of comprehensive 
sanitation management and production process

* The number of quarantine stations (including the number of food sanitation inspectors) is of March 31, 2011, 
the number of Regional Bureau of Heal and Welfare (including the number of food sanitation inspectors), prefectures, cities 
establishing health centers, special wards, and health centers is of April 1, 2010,
and the number of sanitation inspectors at health centers and facilities of food business operators, etc. is of March 31, 2010.
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