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Changes in Medical Care ExpenditureOverview
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• Creation 
of dietetic 
treatment 
fee system

• Implementation of 
price slide on 
partial cost-
sharing for elderly

• Raising cost-
bearing of 
employees to 20%

• Introduction of 
partial cost-sharing 
of outpatient drugs

• Revision of 
medical 
fees/price of 
drugs, etc.
-1.3%

• Enforcement of the 
long-term care 
insurance system

• Introduction of 
10% cost-bearing 
by elderly

• Revision of medical 
fees/price of drugs, 
etc. -2.7% 

• Thorough 
implementation of 
10% cost-bearing by 
elderly

• Raising 
cost-
bearing of 
employees 
to 30%

• Revision of 
medical 
fees/price of 
drugs, etc.
-1.0%

2006

1985 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2004 20052003 2006

Year-on-Year Increase of National Medical Care Expenditure (%)

(Notes) 1. Figures in the column "Medical care expenditure for the aged" represent the percentage of the medical care expenditure for the aged to the medical care expenditure.
 2. A part of national medical care expenditure has been transferred to medical care expenditure for the elderly due to creation of the long-term care insurance system in 2000.
 3. "National income" is based on the national economic accounting announced by the Cabinet Office in June 2008.
 4. Subject age of health expenditure for the aged was phased in to pull up from the age of 70 to 75 within 5 years from October FY 2002 to September FY 2007, 

    due to the system reform in FY2002.  

National medical care expenditure 
Medical care expenditure for the elderly
National income

•Revision of medical 
fees/price of drugs, 
etc. -3.16%
•30% cost-bearing 
for elderly earning 
full salaries
•Revision of dietetic 
and residential fee 
for the elderly 
hospitalized in 
long-term care beds
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