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Good News and Bad News: Asymmetric Responses to Economic
Information

Stuart N. Soroka

w = Full Text PDF [\]J Supplemental Materia \\ <

Abstract

There is a growing body of work suggesting that responses to positive and negative information are asymmetric—that negative
information has a much greater impact on individuals' attitudes than does positive information. This paper explores these
asymmetries in mass media responsiveness to positive and negative economic shifts and in public responsiveness to both the
economy itself and economic news coverage. Using time-series analyses of U.K. media and public opinion, strong evidence is
found of asymmetry. The dynamic is discussed as it applies to political communications and policymaking and more generally to

public responsiveness in representative democracies.

Soroka, S.N. (2006), Good News and Bad News: Asymmetric Responses to Economic Information. Journal of Politics, 68: 372-385.
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-2508.2006.00413.x
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Visual Capitalist. (2020).Cognitive Biases That Influence Political Outcomes
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/11-cognitive-biases-influence-politics/
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English Pycckwit

Making Data Meaningful

Four practical guides to help managers, statisticians and media relations

officers in statistical organizations use text and visualizations to bring
istics to life for non-statisticians; find the best way to get their message e
ss or define strategies for improving statistical literacy.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

The guides are available in various languages. Print copies of the English

i of charge (Part 2 is out of stock) by clickin, - : H . °__ = ,77)=HH N Y —
here, indicating the publication title, tghe language and postal aé,dress. Fgor R (20 1 1 ) - Ma klng Data Meanlngfu |_' /\ |\3 XT‘() t'%\'b\ﬁﬁtét
more information about the Russian version, please click here &)0)%—:% | . https . //U nece .OI’g/StatIStICS/ma k| ng -data-mean”"]gful
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| & HM Government

If you get Pension Credit,
and you are over 75,
you could get a free
TV licence.

75U LOFERIL Y MG EDIFRICBATE1>I4)
57499
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-getting-

every-adult-active-every-day/health-matters-getting-every-adult-
active-every-day/

How are Social Security
benefits earned?

Securing today
and tomorrow

Work Credits

Your work history directly impacts your future benefits

» A
_$1,3§0=1 credit

Retirement and earnings
Medicare benefits

40 Credits

needed for

4 credits

ayear

SocialSecurity.gov | | fL 4o

RKEHSMRRBTERMBEINTVWSEHAFYH

Social Security Administration. (2019).Social Security Educator Toolkit.
https://www.ssa.gov/thirdparty/materials/pdfs/educators/05-
10016_Educator%20Toolkit.pdf
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Statistics

Statstique
Canada

[ 0 |

Subjects | Data | Anah

Reference

Geography | C: v | surveysan

—ERFOIHDT—-I>

stical programs v

BELCIHFRRZ1-AN-IDIFE
HIBEANZSIPA = —51 >®1I9?¥$7ZEL¥L/T: (Helenius, 2010)
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Erangais

AboutStatCan | Canada.ca

Statistics Canada

Statistics Canada is the national statistical office. The

agency ensures Canadians have the key information on

Canada's economy, society and environment that they
require to function effectively as citizens and decision

makers.

In the news | The Daily 1

various topics.

StatsCAN Plus

November 25,
2021

Payroll
employment, earnings and
hours, and job vacancies,
September 2021

Payroll employment, as
measured by the Survey of
Employment, Payrolls and
Hours, rose by 91,100 (+0.5%)
in September.

Continue reading...

< J3ofal ¥

1l Pause

Y
statsCAN o

Stay on top of the country's statistical
news throughout the day!

COVID-19

COVID-19

A data perspective

COVID-19: A data perspective
Canadian Statistical Geospatial
Explorer Hub

Canadian Economic Dashboard and
CoVID-19

Crowdsourcing: Impacts of COVID-19
on Canadians' Experiences of
Discrimination Public Use Microdata

e o Nin NSl > |

2 sign up to My StatCan to be notified of information on

Key indicators | lindicators

Canada v

(Note) (July 1,2021)
38,246,108
0.2% ¢
(quarterly

change)

Consumer Price Index

(October 2021
4.7% ¢
(12-month
change)
Unemployment rate
(October 2021
6.7%
-0.2pts ¥

(monthly change)

HatBEHEREREZE

Spending at the provincial, territorial and local levels
of government driven by health care

Spending on health care by provincial, territorial and local governments combined

grew 15.9% in 2020, maintaining its position as their largest expense, at over one-third
(35.2%) of their total spending.

Per capita spending on health care was the highest provincially in Newfoundland and
Labrador ($6,589), New Brunswick ($5,982) and Nova Scotia ($5,835). The lowest health
expenses per capita were in Prince Edward Island ($4,877), British Columbia ($5,372) and
Ontario ($5,400).

Based on an average of the provinces, hospital services accounted for the largest

=L, %ﬁﬁ(:
- IRTE.

)b

Chart1

Share of consolidated
Canadian general government
expenses, by

function, 2008 to 2020

ﬁn il

proportion of health care expenses, at two-thirds (66.8%), followed by outpatient services (15.6%) and medical products,

appliances and equipment (6.8%).

British Columbia increases social protection
spending in response to the COVID-19 pandemic

British Columbia reported unmatched growth in social protection spending in 2020,

up 48.7% to $13.4 billion ($2,576 per capita in 2020 compared with $1,745 per capita

in 2019). This increase in social protection spending was a result of the province's response
to the COVID-19 pandemic, namely the BC Recovery Benefit and the BC Emergency Benefit
for Workers.

Among provincial and local governments, spending on social protection on a per capita
hacic wige hinhact in <]= :‘;l—mu[zn (42 A29) and Rritich Caliimhia (€2 874)_and I

Martina Poljicak Susec,

Chart2

Share of consolidated
provincial, territorial and local
government expenses, by
function, 2020

Q

Nevena Jerak | Muravec HrVOJe

Stancic¢.(2014). Statistical Literacy as an Aspect of Media

Literacy. Medij. istraz. 20(2), 131-153.
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Bada, M., Sasse, A.M., & Nurse, J.R. (2014). Cyber Security Awareness Campaigns: Why do they fail to change behaviour? ArXiv, abs/1901.02672.
Hrvatski naivci. https://www.naivci.hr/#Aktivnosti

Get Safe Online. https://www.getsafeonline.org/
Phone-paid Services Authority(2015).#GetSafeOnline week.(2015).https://psauthority.org.uk/news/blog/2015/october/get-safe-online-week
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CHECKLIST
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Tommy van Steen, Emma Norris, Kirsty Atha, Adam Joinson. (2020). What (if any) behaviour change techniques do government-led cybersecurity awareness

campaigns use?, Journal of Cybersecurity, 6(1), tyaa019. https://doi.org/10.1093/cybsec/tyaa019

Michie S Richardson M Johnston M et al. (2013). The behavior change technique taxonomy (v1) of 93 hierarchically clustered techniques: building an
international consensus for the reporting of behavior change interventions. Annals of Behavioral Medicine, 46(1), pp. 81-95. doi: 10.1007/s12160-013-9486-6

18

VELELBEVBREDE

) By

Health, Labou jelfan



TAYVIIOA=IEFICEHTS [EHIEFH]

\ 4

dhnl

545l : European Cybersecurity Month

> BRINSA N 1T B AN - 1) T2 3 2+ R -2 2 B R
BF10HICIMPABITON. EUNEEEFHLEDL IR P AV —2%F A,

> 2021F(FHAN—TF1UTAADRIN - URILITEN ESAOIREE M _EHBE M,
=S )UAT AT TELDIIT - XA N igi5,

FroNR—-> D5

- Facebook. Twitter. YouTubeziEHEHE. U-FHL K,

»  YouTubeR3&hE. T4Y—BNEREDA>IA) IT1V )% Z . U —ZT1T =340

t> M BEDIAATCSNSIRRE.

. HEOZO-HT#ThinkB4UClick J&FIE.
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