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Dear FIA and colleagues,
Tokyo, Japan 15 September 2019

In May 2019 FIA sent the statement about a supplementary resolution to the harassment law us and the
members of the national diet and Minister of Health, Labor and Welfare. After that, The government cut the
deadline for the resolution from five years to three years. However They didn’t ratify the ILO Convention on
Violence and Harassment.

To improve the Act of Equal opportunity and treatment between Men and Women in employments and its’
guidelines, we stood up and produced a survey for freelancers and performers. 1,218 people
responded and many victims told their stories painful and explicit stories about harassment they had
experienced. This is historic. And we've drafted some guidelines to suggest in below.

And another important problem is that the range of workers is legally very narrow in Japan. When Freelance

workers have accidents while in working, they are not certified as a worker. In almost all cases, employers are

not covered by workers' compensation insurance, which pays full insurance premiums.
But accidents sometimes occur during shooting and on stage and at events.

Therefore, Japan Actors Union is asking the Labor and Health minister to add performers to the Special
Insurance on Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance Act law.

A big problem is that performers have to pay for themselves. But if we were added as a special insurance

industry, we would be sure of being covered by workers' compensation insurance. That’s a relief for performers

who have a lot of dangerous works.

1, Freelancers including many actors must be covered by Guidelines Concerning Measures to be Taken by
Employers in terms of Employment Management with Regard to Problems Caused by Sexual
Harassment in the Workplace, and Labor Policy General Promotion Law.

1 Provide safe places where work and meetings may be performed for example, by not requiring
individuals to attend meetings alone or in spaces such as private hotel rooms, etc.

i Providing changing rooms and bathrooms in all work places.

iii Establishment of a consultation desk that can be used by freelancers.

iv Prohibition of Disadvantageous Treatment when freelancers who are victims of harassment take leave,
or when freelancers be pregnant or take a delivery or take childcare leave or take leave to care for
family members.

v Recognizing and defining a economic harassment as harassment.

2,  All workers must be covered by workers' compensation insurance.

3. Helping the business burden of insurance premiums.

4, Expanding the range of workers, and legally-recognized workers to include freelance workers in future.

We thank you for your kind support.

in solidarity,

Toshiyuki Nishida, President

Michihiro Ikemizu, Executive Director

Megumi Morisaki, International Business Division, Executive Manager
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Distinguished Minister,

The International Federation of Actors represents performers' trade unions, guilds and professional
associations in about 70 countries. In a connected world of content and entertainment, it stands for fair
social, economic and moral rights for hundreds of thousands of performers working in all recorded media
and in live theatre.

FIA is very worried about the deplorable conditions that performers in Japan, most of whom are
freelancers, continue to withstand on a daily basis. Despite their outstanding contribution to Japanese
culture and to the production of high-quality drama and entertainment, they account among the least
protected workers in modern society.

FIA regrets that Japan has not yet ratified the ILO Convention concerning the Elimination of Violence and
Harassment in the World. Such convention acknowledges the fundamental right of all workers, irrespective
of their contractual status, to be protected against all forms of harassment — including gender-based.

A recent reform in Japan has started addressing workplace bullying and harassment but only with respect
to employed workers. As most performers are hired as freelancers, they fall short of this protection and
continue to work in extremely unsafe environments.

International media has exposed some of the worse abusive practices that performers have to withstand
on a daily basis simply to be able to work, due to opaque and unregulated environments. This is also the
case in Japan, as recent survey by the Japanese Actors' Union has shockingly unveiled.

FIA therefore calls on the Japanese government to also address the situation of independent contractors
and other freelance workers, on the basis of the Law of Equal Employment Opportunities.

FIA further notes with great concern that performers in Japan are not entitled to compensation under the
Industrial Accident Compensation Insurance Act. Once again, this is due to the fact that these benefits are
solely granted to employed workers.

The definition of "worker" in Japan appears to be unreasonably narrow. As a result, most Japanese
performers must take up their own insurance, despite the fact that only few of them can afford to pay
premiums. Work-related accidents are commonplace in our industry and these frequently also lead to
permanent injuries and even death.

We understand that the entertainment industry could be granted special status under the Industrial
Accident Compensation Insurance Act, and that this could extend statutory coverage also to Japanese

performers.

We urge the Japanese government, in the strongest possible terms, to consider granting such extension.
This would dramatically improve the working conditions of tens of thousands of professional performers
who currently fear for their safety every time they walk onto a stage or set.

FIA stands by the Japanese Actors' Union as they courageously seek to gain proper status recognition for
their freelance members.

Yours truly,

Dominick Luquer, General Secretary of FIA



