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7 ACGIH Appendix B:Particules (insoluble or poorly ™

soluble) Not Otherwise Specified (PNOS) (TLVs and BEIs

2020)
(A7%) The recommendation at the end of this Appendix is supplied as a

guideline rather than a TLV because it is not possible to meet the standard level of
evidence used to assign TLV. In addition, the PNOS TLV and its predecessors
have been misused in the past and applied to any unlisted particles rather than
those meeting the criteria listed below. The recommendation in this Appendix
apply to particles that:

® Do not have an applicable TLV.

® Are insoluble or poorly soluble in water (or, preferably, in aqueous lung fluid
if data are available); and

e Have low toxicity (i.e., are not cytotoxic, genotoxic, or otherwise chemically
reactive with lung tissue, and do not emit ionizing radiation, cause immune
sensitization, or cause toxic effects other than inflammation or the mechanism
of “lung overload”).

ACGIH believes that even biologically inert, insoluble, or poorly soluble particles

may have adverse effects and recommends that airborne concentrations should be
kept below 3 mg/m?3, respirable particles, and 10 mg/m3, inhalable particles, until
such time as a TLV is set for a particle substance.
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