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nuclear tests
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National Institutes of Health
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National Cancer Institute

PROS/CONS

How many people have cancer
correctly detected and how many
people get false alarms?

Screening 1,000 people by ultrasound

PROS

800-850 people

will be correctly
assured they do
not have cancer.

4-6 people will
have cancer
found early. They
may need less
complex
treatment and
may have better
chances of cure.

CONS

150-200 people will have
false alarms and will be
offered follow-up tests:

» 70-120 people will be
offered repeat ultrasounds
and 70-80 people will be
offered fine needle
aspiration

* 10-15 people will be
offered both surgery and
fine needle aspiration

The 4-6 people who will
have cancer found early
may not have better
chances of cure. They
might just know for a
longer time that they have
cancer.
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Recommendation 1: The Expert Group recommends against
population thyroid screening after a nuclear accident.

EMRERE, RFHAEHROFIRIRRZZHELTL.

Recommendation 2: The Expert Group recommends that
consideration be given to offering a long-term thyroid
monitoring programme for higher-risk individuals after a
nuclear accident.
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