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


For Immediate Release:
March 19, 2020 
Statement From:
Director - Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER)
Peter Marks M.D., PhD. 





















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 

At the FDA, we want to do everything we can to encourage more blood donations, which includes revisiting and updating some of our 
pply.
Based on recently completed studies and epidemiologic data, the FDA has concluded that current policies regarding certain donor 
eligibility criteria can be modified without compromising the safety of the blood supply. Therefore, the FDA is revising 
recommendations in several guidances regarding blood donor eligibility. These changes are being put forth for immediate 
implementation and are expected to remain in place after the COVID-19 pandemic ends, with any appropriate changes based on 
comments we receive and our experience implementing the guidances. At this time, the alternatives to certain donor eligibility 
requirements being provided generally will apply only for the duration of the declared pandemic.
Revised Recommendations for Reducing the Risk of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Transmission by Blood and Blood 
Products
Among others, the FDA is making the following changes, for immediate implementation, to the December 2015 guidance: .......





 


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