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Maintaining a safe and adequate blood supply during the pandemic outbreak of
coronavirus disease (COVID-19)
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Important Information for Blood Establishments
Regarding the Novel Coronavirus Outbreak
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Blood
Donations

For Inmediate Release:

March 19, 2020

Statement From:

Director - Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research (CBER)
Peter Marks M.D., PhD.

Esparfiol

The nation’s blood supply requires a steady supply of donors who generously donate millions of units of potentially life-saving blood and blood components each year.
Every two seconds, a patient needs a blood transfusion.

At this time the number of blood donations has been dramatically reduced due to the implementation of social distancing and the cancellation of blood drives. We
fully support President Trump’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America, which includes recommendations to avoid social gatherings of more than 10 people and the need
to practice good hygiene, like hand washing.

We also recognize that maintaining adequate levels of our nation’s blood supply is critical. People who donate blood are equivalent to those people who are working in
a critical infrastructure industry. In volunteering to do so, they are contributing immeasurably to the public health of our nation. In order to ensure that blood is
available to those who need it most, it is important for healthy individuals who are able to donate to take the time to do so.

Blood donation centers can facilitate the safe donation of blood because they are skilled in infection control practices and already have procedures in place to prevent
the spread of infections. Blood donation centers always take steps to prevent staff and donors who are not feeling well or who have a fever from reaching the donor
area, and they are now taking additional social distancing precautions wherever possible, consistent with the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America.
Donating blood is safe and takes only a little of your time. At many blood donation centers, those who are interested in donating can make an appointment to
minimize the time it takes to donate blood. Centers can arrange to call a donor’s mobile phone when they're ready for the donor to come in.
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FDA STATEMENT

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Provides
Updated Guidance to Address the Urgent Need
for Blood During the Pandemic
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At the FDA, we want to do everything we can to encourage more blood dong
existing policies to help ensure we have an adequate blood supply, while stil
Based on recently completed studies and epidemiologic data, the FDA has c(
eligibility criteria can be modified without compromising the safety of the bl
recommendations in several guidances regarding blood donor eligibility. The
implementation and are expected to remain in place after the COVID-19 pan .
corlzlments we receive and gur experience implre)menting the guidances. A‘f th E’&%ﬂﬁ L. BIZSREEDTZODRHEEISER L
requirements being provided generally will apply only for the duration of thg ~~°

Revised Recommendations for Reducing the Risk of Human Immunodeficiency Virus Transmission by Blood and Blood
Products

Among others, the FDA is making the following changes, for immediate implementation, to the December 2015 guidance: .......




