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5ir,

On behalf of the World Health Organization, I would like to
commend Japan for the achievement of an important milestone by
successfully interrupting endemic measles virus transmission for at
least 36 months since May 2010. Therefore, Japan is verified as
having achieved measles elimination,

Although measles vaccine has been in use in Japan's National
Immunization Programme since 1978, in 2007, the Government of Japan
developed a five-year Measles Elimination Programme that included
providing a second opportunity for measles-rubella vaccine to
individuals in two age cohorts at 13 and 18 years of age. Measles
sentinel surveillance system was replaced with sensitive nationwide
case-based surveillance in 2008.

I would like to acknowledge the work of the members of the
National Verification Committee (NVC) of Japan, led by its Chair,
Dr Nobuhiko Okabe. The NVC was convened in July 2013, and was
responsible for validating the progress towards and achievement of
measles elimination in the country.
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Since the measles virus continues to circulate in both the
Western Pacific Region and globally, in order to sustain this
important achievement and to prevent the re-establishment of measles
virus transmission, efforts should be made to ensure that Japan
maintains sensitive case-based measles surveillance supported by a
WHO-accredited laboratory, as well as high population immunity
against measles through routine and supplemental immunization as

needed.

Please accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration.

. M
Shifi ‘'Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director



