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cdical oncology in
the USA became
a designated sub-

specialty of internal medicine
in 19 as a vresult of
developments  in  cancer re-
scarch, new cancer therapies, and
management needs of p‘ﬂn.nn witl

awareness of the
cancer. The first
Oncology of the
A_ln:n;..\n H(nrd of lnrcm‘ll .\\uhuns defined the scope of
medical oncology and the subjects of direct relevarce
to clinical medical oncology and established guidelines
for training in this new
The roles of the
blished specialist

« ZLAOETIHESERNMEIIHIZILIZANR
o )T4—EME
o —EROEILRESTHRIES CILRE:
ThL—=2%
Popescu RA. Ann Oncol 25: 7-8, 2014
ESMOMDFEBA (position paper

Seftt

urlglﬁ and evolution of according to the Graduate
medical oncology

B J Kennedy 100 000 adults, twice thar of

Medical Education Advisory
Committee the projected need
in the year 2000 is 3-6 per

the current supply.

The chaotic nature of change in medical care adds to the
difficulty in determining manpower needs. Declines in
clinical revenuc and Medicare support of postgraduate
education have led to downsizing of graduate education
programmes. Although predictions of need scem to be
on target for today, these perceptions fail to take account
of the projected impending
increased demand based
on new technology and the

were as an educator,
investigator, and  clinician

ageing population. One can
conclude that there is no

T'he main skill of the medical
oncologist was  deemed
judgment in martters relating
to the total management of
neoplastic discascs.

The propagation of new

Number of

oversupply

The initial establishment
of medical oncology required
a 2-year rtraining for
certification.  Because  of
overlap with hacmatology, a

therapies for advanced
cancer moved patients from

J-year training was negot-
iated for dual certification.

an untreatable, incurable
status into a setting where

The American Board of
Internal Medicine continucs
to support scparate certific-

active treatment programmes

in the USA ation boards. T'here had

offered control of cancer, and
holding the promisc of life

prolongation and cven cure. With continuing progress
resulting from research, the areas of management changed
from advanced cancer, to carlicr stages of cancer, to
prevention. The training objectives mandated that trainees
see all stages of cancer, know all the aspects of management
and the current status of research, |
in_medical oncolo; and interface with other oncolc

Subsequently The NUMDbEr Of Cortiiied medical OnCOIOZISTS
increased in the USA to reach 7622 by 1998 (figure). This
rapid increase helped to bring much needed expertise to the
community.

Medical oncologists were initially expected to serv
main care-givers for patients
undergoing cancer  treat
ment A 1996 survey of
medical oncologists by the
American Society of Clinical
Oncology (ASCO) found
that the medical-oncology
community does not provide
or seem to wish to provide
what is defined as primary

as the

care. The ASCO survey
estimate  of 1-8 medical
oncologists  per 100 000

adult Americans was in close
accord with HMO cstimates
of the current number of
needed  oncologists.  So,
L "

been a shift in subspecial
choice from hacmatology to oncology. The number «

candidates in
the emergence ol ORCOIOZY. subspecialty
examinations, oncology ranked third (739 passed), below
cardiovascular discase (1383 passed) and gastroenterology
(828 passed). Of the ten subspecialtics, hacmatology
ranked ninth (154 pe Almos five . .
ONCOIORISTS Were cer Maematologists. The ol
concept of hacmatology is changing: the trend is from
coagulation to diovascular medicine, from benign
haematology to the geneticists. Haematotherapy involves
transplantation  and  cellular  transduction,  while
hacmatological neoplasms merge with medical oneology
The initial definition of the scope of medical
oncology included nine items, onc of which was
gerontology. The early perception was correct in that the
geing population would have a major health problem with
tive has evolved to integrate geriatrics
nd medical oncology, creating a new spe atric
oncology. This will encourage the much needed research in
older people, early training, and cducation at the
postgraduate level

I'he emergence of the large number of trained
medical oncologists brought oncology expertise to the
community and impacted on cancer rescarch and cancer

on. The oncologists orchestrate other cancer
disciplines in developing an appropriate interdisciplinary
treatment  strategy for cach patient, exploiting cir
own special competence in drug therapy and internal
medicine, and integrating this care with primary-c

physicians. More than 27 years after its designation as a
g ) . .
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Figure 1. Recognition of medical oncology as a
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2008 2015 2020 2008 2015 2020
Austria 288 426 565 Austria 35945 40113 43365
Belgium 203 212 230 Belgium 59272 65398 69841
Bulgaria 67 90 109 Bulgaria 30701 30712 30955
Finland 161 208 252 Finland 25545 28811 30925
France 617 813 961 France 332701 372119 399713
Germany 1717 2899 3806 Germany 479861 528288 557115
Hungary 439 586 672 Hungary 49617 51410 53128
Italy 1853 2724 3449 Italy 340437 372579 392594
Netherlands 225 348 447 Netherlands 81798 93868 102562
Portugal 207 256 286 Portugal 43284 47185 50031
Sweden 328 415 479 Sweden 44551 48760 51846
UK 285 476 620 UK 304235 331557 352613

Figure 1. (A) Actual and predicted num)
melanoma skin cancer) in 2008, 2015, an{

A
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Table 3. Ratio between cancer cases versus number of medical

oncologists according to country and year

Country

Ratio cancer versus MO
2008

Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Finland
France

Germany
Hungary

Italy

The Netherlands
Portugal

Sweden

UK

MO, medical oncologists; light gray, stable ratio; dark gray, decrease

in ratio.

The ratio was calculated by dividing the number of new cancer cases
by the number of MO for years 2008, 2015, and 2020.
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