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® [ am an American with Japanese family. Before Pearl Harbor my grandmother lived

a normal life with her parents who immigrated from Japan. Her father’ s sister
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also lived in Pearl Harbor with them. After the attack, all Japanese people
were either to be rounded up and relocated to camps, or be sent back to Japan.
Many chose to return rather than suffer through internment camps. My
grandmother and her parents decided to stay. However, his sister and her family
moved back to their home city of Hiroshima. My great grandfather’ s sister and
all of his family here died in the bombing. His ashes were brought back after
his death. This memorials allowed me to see some of the family I never got to
meet.
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When I see the memorials and the accounts of the survivors, I wonder why we
still have nuclear weapons today? Just to show how strong a country is against
a threat that may never come? There is a saying: “An eye for an eye makes
the whole world blind.” I think it was Mahatma Gandhi who said it.

I pray that the victims and survivors and their families find peace. 1 pray
that nuclear weapons will be eradicated in my lifetime, and that we will no
longer live in fear of total war started by Great Powers and their hunger for
supremacy.
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