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Percentage of respiratory specimens that tested positive for influenza
By influenza transmission zone Status as of 22 July 2022

» Global influenza activity has steadily decreased
from a peak in March 2022, except in Southeast
Asia where influenza activity increased.

* Flunet (Jul 25 to Aug 7, 2022 (as at Aug 22, 2022)).
« 263,527 specimens
* 6,193 were positive for influenza viruses
(2.4%)
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Figure 4. Notifications of laboratory-confirmed influenza, Australia, 01 January 2017 to 28 August 2022, by
month and week of diagnosis*

Figure 7. Number of influenza hospitalisations at sentinel hospitals, from April to October, 2017 to 2022 by
month and week of diagnosis*
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A decrease in influenza-like-illness (ILI) activity in the community has been noted since July 2022. The weekly number of
notifications of laboratory-confirmed influenza in 2022 has decreased to below the weekly 5-year average since mid-July.

Of the 217,898 notifications of laboratory-confirmed influenza, 288 influenza-associated deaths have been notified.

Since commencement of seasonal surveillance in April 2022, there have been 1,708 hospital admissions due to influenza reported
across sentinel hospitals sites, of which 6.5% were admitted directly to ICU.

82.1% of notifications of laboratory-confirmed influenza reported to the NNDSS were influenza A, of which 94.5% were influenza
A(unsubtyped), 0.8% were influenza A(H1N1), and 4.7% were influenza A(H3N2). Influenza B accounted for 0.1% of notifications,
less than 0.1% were A&B co-infections, and 17.7% were untyped.

Of the 2,185 samples referred to the WHOCC to date, 97.4% of influenza A(H1N1), 93.9% of influenza A(H3N2), and the 4
influenza B/Victoria samples, were characterised as antigenically similar to the corresponding 124
vaccine components.



https://www.esr.cri.nz/our-services/consultancy/flu-

:j_ § 5 > HO)/]/ > j) I/:: \/'UL‘E}J IJET_I surveillance-and-research

HealthStat National ILI rate (per 100,000)
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Community ILI activity was similar to the previous week. ILI consultations at HealthStat practices have plateaued, remaining well below the peak
observed in mid-June and below the historical rate for this time of year.

ILI: Two cases each of parainfluenza virus 3 and metapneumovirus were identified at sentinel practices among 15 patients tested. One case each of
adenovirus and rhinovirus/enterovirus were detected. No influenza virus has been detected at sentinel practices since the week ending 31 July.
SARI: Rhinovirus was the most commonly detected virus through SARI surveillance (15/39; 38%), followed closely by Metapneumovirus (12/23;
52%). Enterovirus was identified in 7/11 (64%), SARS-CoV-2 was identified in 6/64 (9%), parainfluenza virus 3 in 6/39 (15%), RSV in 2/55 (4%) and
adenovirus in 2/39 (5%). Influenza A or B was not detected in any of the 64 patients tested.

There have been 88 positive Influenza A H3N2 isolates that have had antigenic typing performed on them using the southern hemisphere antisera,
results indicate a match between the vaccine strain and circulating virus. There have also been 2 positive Influenza A H1IN1 isolates that have had
antigenic typing performed on them using southern hemisphere antisera, results indicate a match between vaccine strain and the viruses circulating.
There have not been any influenza B isolates to perform antigenic typing on thus far. 125
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In South Africa, the number of influenza influenza A(HIN1)pdmOQ9, influenza A (H3N2) and influenza B detections
remained stable.

The influenza detection rate in pneumonia surveillance and in ILI surveillance in primary health care clinics
decreased and remained below the epidemic thresholds.

There were few SARS-CoV-2 detections and the detection rate for SARS-CoV-2 decreased a little.

RSV detections decreased, with the detection rate in children under five years of age remaining below the epidemic
threshold. 126
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In temperate South America, influenza activity continued to decrease and predominantly influenza A virus
detections were reported with the majority A(H3N2) among those subtyped.

SARI activity, which was driven by RSV and SARS-CoV-2 and other non-influenza respiratory viruses, decreased in
Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay though remained between low and moderate levels.

Percent positivity for influenza was below the seasonal threshold, except in Chile where it remained at low levels.

SARS-CoV-2 percent positivity continued to increase in Argentina and Chile.
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* In the countries of North America, influenza activity continued to decrease to levels typically observed at this time of year.
Activity was predominantly due to influenza A viruses, with A(H3N2) predominant among the subtyped viruses.
* In Canada and the USA, ILI and influenza activity remained below the seasonal threshold. Influenza hospitalizations were low
this period. The percentage of deaths attributed to pneumonia, influenza or COVID-19 in the USA remained above the
epidemic threshold established from historical data, with the majority of recent mortality attributed to COVID-19. RSV activity
remained low in Canada and the USA.
* In Europe, overall influenza activity remained at inter-seasonal levels. Pooled all-cause mortality estimates from the
EuroMOMO network showed increases in excess mortality especially among the elderly, though not related to influenza
circulation.
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Clinical Laboratories

Public Health Laboratories

The results of tests performed by clinical laboratories nationwide are summarized below. Data from clinical laboratories (the The results of tests performed by public health laboratories nationwide are summarized below. Data from public health

percentage of specimens tested that are positive for influenza) are used to monitor whether influenza activity is increasing

or decreasing.

Influenza Positive Tests Reported to CDC by U.S. Clinical Laboratories,

National Summary, October 3, 2021 — August 27, 2022

laboratories are used to monitor the proportion of circulating viruses that belong to each influenza subtype/lineage.

Influenza Positive Tests Reported to CDC by U.S. Public Health Laboratories,

National Summary, October 3, 2021 — August 27, 2022
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Weekly U.S. Influenza Surveillance Report
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm
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New Influenza Hospital Admissions Reported to HHS Protect, . Effective February 2, 2022 (week 5),

National Summary, October 3, 2021 — August 27, 2022 hospitals are required to report
laboratory-confirmed influenza

hospitalizations to HHS Protect daily.
Prior to this update, reporting influenza
hospitalizations was optional.
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Unified hospital analytic dataset Week
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* In South-East Asia, influenza activity of predominantly influenza A(H3N2) increased overall. Increasing trends
were reported in Cambodia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand. A few detections of influenza B viruses
(Victoria where lineage was determined) were reported in Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and
Timor Leste. Low detections of influenza A(H3N2) and A(H1N1)pdmQ9 viruses were reported in the Philippines.

* In Southern Asia, influenza activity continued to be reported across the country in the subregion, with influenza
A(HIN1)pdmO09 viruses becoming predominant in the recent weeks. Influenza A(H3N2) detections decreased
in Bangladesh while influenza A(HLN1)pdmO9 increased in India. Few detections of influenza A(H1IN1)pdmQ09
and A(H3N2) viruses were reported in Nepal and influenza A (not subtyped) in the Maldives.
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Table 1: Cumulative data reported to FluNet from Western Pacific Region, week 1, 2022 to week 33, 2022

x7T)

Total number of Total number of
Country (most recent week of report) specimens influenza positive
processed specimens
Australia (32 of 2022) 186,220 11,061
Cambodia (32 of 2022) 3,763 14
China (32 of 2022) 329,952 48,520
Fiji (32 of 2022) 1,282 210
Japan (31 of 2022) - 9
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (32 of 2022) 2402 33
Malaysia (30 of 2022) 19,992 2,721
Mongolia (31 of 2022) 3,454 272
New Caledonia 2 £
New Zealand - -
Papua New Guinea - -
Philippines (31 of 2022) 1,363 46
Republic of Korea (32 of 2022) 4,007 30
Singapore (32 of 2022) 3,668 199
Viet Nam (32 of 2022) 94 0

Table 1: Cumulative data reported to FluNet from Western Pacific Region, week 1, 2022 to week 31, 2022

Total number of Total number of
Country (most recent week of report) specimens influenza positive
processed specimens
Australia (30 of 2022) 166,523 10,714
Cambodia (26 of 2022) 3,217 4
China (30 of 2022) 301,292 42,986
Fiji (29 of 2022) 1,238 210
Japan (29 of 2022) - 9
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (30 of 2022) 2238 21
Malaysia (30 of 2022) 17,838 2,166
Mongolia (25 of 2022) 3,438 272
New Caledonia - -
New Zealand - -
Papua New Guinea - -
Philippines (31 of 2022) 1,265 35
Republic of Korea (30 of 2022) 3,434 18
Singapore (30 of 2022) 3,248 123
Viet Nam (29 of 2022) 21 0
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Figure 1: Number of specimens positive for influenza by subtype, Western Pacific Region,
week 31, 2021 to week 31, 2022 (Source: WHO FLUNET)

» Influenza A and B are co-circulating, however, the
majority of cases reported from week 1 to week 31
2022 have been Influenza A.

« Caution should be taken when interpreting these
data as there are reporting delays.

WHO WPRO Bi-weekly Influenza
Situation Update (Aug 24, 2022)
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Daily new confirmed COVID-19 cases
Due to limited testing, the number of confirmed cases is lower than the true number of infections.

HE (4EE8) o

China (North) .
During week 34, IL1% at national sentinel hospitals in
northern provinces was 2.5%, the same as the last week
(2.5%), higher than the same week of 2019-2021(2.0%, 1.7%
and 1.7%). |
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Figure 2. Percentage of Visits for ILI at Sentinel Hospitals in Northern Provinces  Figure 4. Influenza Positive Tests Reported by Northern Network Laboratories

Chinese Influenza Weekly Report (week 34) (Week: 14, 2021-Week 13, 2023)

https://ivdc.chinacdc.cn/cnic/en/Surveillance/WeeklyReport/ 133
KDEEDBEHRMNMESNDZ ENS. WPRO Bi-weekly Situation UpdateD3| 7t T D &&E X 511D Chinese Influenza Weekly Report
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In week 35 of 2022, the overall weekly ILI rate was 4.3 ILI
cases per 1,000 outpatient visits, which was

500,000
slightly higher than previous week (4.2).
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In week 35 2022, out of the 167 respiratory specimens, 7 sample (4.2%) was positive for

influenza virus (7 for A/H3N2)
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