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Evidence for exposure and harmful effects
of diathermy plumes (surgical smoke)
Evidence based literature review

Prepared by the Health and Safety Laboratory
for the Health and Safety Executive 2012

1 FUADZEEE (Health and Safety Executive) :
Y-S HAE-INORBEOEELHEICEIZIET VAL
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https://www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrpdf/rr922.pdf
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Surgical Smoke Evacuation Legislation Status % AORN
As ofJu’y 1’ 2025 7. SAFE SURGERY TOGETHER
- ' '4’!
. Enacted . Enacted/Regulation Pending None Pending 2025
https://www.aorn.org/get-involved/government-affairs/policy-
\ agenda/surgical-smoke-free-or/smoke-bills )
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https://www.aorn.org/about-aorn/aorn-newsroom/health-policy-news/article/west-virginia-hb-4376-enacted

(7
WL NSW Health
Qﬁﬂ GUIDELINE

GUIDELINE SUMMARY

This Guideline provides direction to NSW Health organisations to meet their duty of care
under the Work Heaith and Safety Act 2011 (NSW) and Work Health and Safety Regulation
2017 (NSW) in eliminating and minimising risk associated with surgical plume

Each NSW Health organisation where surgical plume is created must have systems in place
to identify hazards associated with surgical plume and to eliminate or minimise the risks

through the implementation of appropriate controls.
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https://www1.health.nsw.gov.au/pds/ActivePDSDocuments/GL
2023 018.pdf
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