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Legislation, policies and mechanisms

over the past period, the government has implimented the guidlines and the constition of
the Lao PDR into law, policies and sub-legal acts to promote and create conditions for the
elderly development highlighted below:

» The Decree on the Elderly is the mechanisms for the elderly development: The
elderly care 1s defined in the Articles 10, 11, 12 and 13, which stipulate that elderly
care is the responsibility of the family, society and government. They have to provide
care, assistance and support to ensure their daily physical, mentak and moral safety,
recieve health care, facilitate, employment, earning income and able to participate in
various social activities, create infrastructure, technology and services for elderly care.

» Law on Social Security: The Lao Government has taken concrete steps to protect
benefits of older persons who are in the social security scheme both compulsory and
voluntary.

» Law on Health: Ministry of Health has pald attention to provmce heéﬁ @M ‘Q
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Challenges

 Interms of the role of families and children as well as the tradition of
generosity and gratitude 1n caring for the elderly that has been passed
down from generation to generation, may be reduced or replaced by the
presence of organized and socially involved senior living facilities in
professional care or care for the elderly.

A significan number of poor and vulnerable elderly poeple are still not
cover by the national health insurance system due to lack of access to
health insurance information and lack of constributions to health
insurance fund, which will affect the care, treatment, rehabiltation of
physical and mental health of the elderly, and 1s likelly to 1increase n
the furthure without carefuk planning to address this issue in addvan;1

* In old age, physical health w111 deteriorat overtime, which ,]n
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There are 8 stragegies of the National Strategy on Older Persons 2026-2036 were identified
for elderlies, and 3 of these strategies rerlated caring as follows:

» Stategy 1: Promote the role of the family and community institutions to respect the dignity
and care of the elderly which elderlies are respected and cared by thier families, communities,
society and the government main activities.

» Stategy 2: Promote the care, treatment and rehabilitation of the elderly that encourage older
poeple to maintain their health and all sectors of society to provide services to older poeple to
help them stay healthy, strong and live longer).

» Stategy 3: Potecting the elderly society which elderly recieve social assistance services, access
to health insurance systems and basic social welfare.

There are 3 projects supporting the stategies above such as:
- Advertising, advice on proper nutrition and health care for the elderly.

- Provide comprehensive health check-up treatment and physical and mental health rehabilitation 4
services to the elderly. ‘H

- Study the feasibility of long-term care for the elderly.






