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WHO Disease Outbreak News (17 January 2020)

World Health
"njl'f;rj}"*'(}rgamzatmn Q E

"
i

Emergencies preparedness, response

Home Novel Coronavirus — Japan (ex-China)

Disease outbreak news

Alert and response
17 January 2020

operations

Diseases
On 15 January 2020, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Japan (MHLW) reported

Biorisk reduction an imported case of laboratory-confirmed 2019-novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) from
Wuhan, Hubei Province, China.

Disease outbreak
news The case-patient is male, between the age of 30-39 years, living in Japan.

The case-patient travelled to Wuhan, China in late December and developed fever on 3
January 2020 while staying in Wuhan. He did not visit the Huanan Seafood Wholesale
Market or any other live animal markets in Wuhan. He has indicated that he was in close
contact with a person with pneumonia.

On 6 January, he traveled back to Japan and tested negative for influenza when he visited a
local clinic on the same day.

On 10 January 2020, due fo his continued symptoms of cough, sore throat and fever, he
visited a local hospital and was found to have abnormal chest x-ray with infilirates. He was
admitted to the hospital on the same day and had remained febrile until 14 January. On 14
January, his attending doctor notified the case to a local public health authority under the
surveillance system for “Unidentified Serious Infectious lliness”.

Samples were collected and sent to the National Insfitute of Infectious Diseases (NIID), and
at NIID, polymerase chain reaction (PCR) testing and sequencing was performed twice,
which identified very small amount of 2019-nCoV RNA on 15 January 2020.

https://www.who.int/csr/don/17-january-2020-novel-coronavirus-japan-ex-china/en/
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