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C[in ic ﬂl Tr ials. gﬂ'v Linking patients to medical research

A service of the .5, National Institutes of Health

Developed by the Mational Library of Medicine

Home | Search | Listings | Resources | Help | What's New | About

Resource Information

An Introduction to Clinical Trials

Participation in Clinical Trials

Glossary of Clinical Trials Terms

Links to General Information on Clinical Trials

An Introduction to Clinical Trials

Choosing to participate in a clinical trial is an important personal decision. The following
frequently asked questions provide introductory information about clinical trials. In
addition, it is often helpful to talk to a physician, family members, or friends about deciding
to join a trial. After identifying some trial options, the next step is to contact the study
research staff and ask questions about specific trials.

What is a clinical trial?
Why participate in a clinical trial?
Where do the ideas for trials come from?

Who sponsors clinical trials?
What is a protocol?

What is a placebo?
What is a control or control group?
What are the different tvpes of clinical trials?

What are the phases of clinical trials?
What is an "expanded access" protocol?

Participation in Clinical Trials

For those considering participation in a clinical trial, the following frequently asked
questions are important in understanding the role of the participant and the unique
process of clinical trials.

Who can participate in a clinical trial?

What happens during a clinical trial?

What is informed consent?

What kind of preparation should a potential participant make for the meeting with
the research coordinator or doctor?

What should people consider before participating in a trial?




e Does a participant continue to work with a primary health care provider while in a
trial?

What are side effects and adverse reactions?

What are the benefits and risks of participating in a clinical trial?

How is the safety of the participant protected?

Can a participant leave a clinical trial after it has begun?
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ClinicalTrials.gov -,i

A service of the LS, Mational Institules of Health

Developed by the Mational Library of Medicine Linking paticerts to medical research
Home | Search | Listings | Resources | Help | What's New | About

ClinicalTrials.gov provides regularly updated information about federally and privately supported
clinical research in human volunteers. ClinicalTrials.gov gives you information about a trial's purpose,
who may participate, locations, and phone numbers for more details. The information provided on
ClinicalTrials.gov should be used in conjunction with advice from health care professionals. Before
searching, you may want to learn more about clinical trials.

INVESTIGATOR NOTE: Investigators wishing to register trials should refer to http://prsinfo.
clinicaltrials.gov.
search Clinical Trials

Example: heart attack, Los Angeles
| | [ Search | 1ips

Search within Specific Fields

Focused Search - search by disease, location, treatment, sponsor...

Resource Information

Understanding Clinical Trials - information explaining and describing clinical trials
What's New - studies in the news

Glossary - terms related to clinical trials

MedlinePlus - authoritative consumer health information

Genetics Home Reference - consumer information about genes and genetic conditions
NIH Health Information - research supported by the National Institutes of Health

Trial Listings

List by Condition - studies listed by disease or condition
List by Sponsor - studies listed by funding organization
List by Status - studies listed by recruitment status

US. National Library of Medicine, Contact NLM Customer Service
National Institutes of Health, Department of Health & Human Services
Copyright, Privacy, Accessibility, Freedom of Information Act
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