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CHIKUNGUNYA - MAURITIUS AND REUNION ISLAND (07): REUNION
*******************************ﬁ******************

A ProMED-mail post .

<http://www.promedmail . org>

ProMED-mail is a program of the

International Society for Infectious Diseases

<http://www,.isid.ozg>

In this issue:

f1]. Reunion update

[2] Reunion - fatal case
[3] Mauritius
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[1] Reunion

Date: Fri, 3 Feb 2006 05:56:22 -0500 (EST}

From: A-Lan Banks <a-%Lan.Banks@thomson.com>

Source: BBC News, UK, 3 Feb 2006 [edited]
<http://news.bbec.co.uk/1/hi/worid/europe/4674376.stm>

A crippling mosquiteo-borne disease is spreading at an accelerating
rate on the French Indian Ocean island of Reunion, health officials say.

They say the number of cases of the wviral illness, known as
chikungunya, had risen to 50 000, an increase of 15 000 in the past week alone

The disease is not fatal, but those affected suffer high fever and
severe pain. There is neo cure or vaccine.

Hundreds of troops have been deployed on the island to eradicate mosquitoes.

Officials said the troops would be spraying the whole island against
mosquitoes in the coming days.

The latest outbreak was first noticed there in February 2005 - but
has spread at an accelerating rate since December.

Meanwhile, neighboring territories are mobilizing to contain the disease.

on the Seychelles - where 2,000 cases have been reported in the past
4 weeks - the army has been mobilized to exterminate mosquitoes,
Reuters news agency reports.

The authorities in Madagascar also fear the disease may have reached
their island, AFP news agency says.

Chikungunya fever is named after a Swahili word meaning "that which
bends up" - referring to the stooped posture of those afflicted.

ProMED~mail
<promed@ipromedmail.org>

[The spreading speed at 15 000 cases per week, or 2143 per day, is
incredible. A bit of geography and climate may be of interest to our
readers. Reunion is located east of Madagascar ‘and is a part of the
Madagascar archipelage. Situated between the equator and the tropic
of Capricorn, Reunion's climate is of tropical type (southern
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hemisphere} with oceanic influence. The island is home to one of the
world's most active volcances. There are 2 seasons: cool or dry
season (May till October) and warm or wet season {(November till
April). Currently it is in.the middle of the warm season when
mosquitoes are most active and proliferative. The island was ruled as
a colony until 1946, when it was made a "departement" (=department),
or administrative unit, of France. ~ Mod.RY]
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[2] Reunion - fatal case

Date: 4 Feb 2006

From: ProMED-mail <promedfipromedmalil.org>

Source: Reuters alert [edited]
<http://www.zslertnet,ord/thenews/newsdesk/L04459938 . htm>

A crippling mosquito-borne disease has claimed its first life and
infected more than 50 000 people on the volcanic French island of
Reunion, spooking tourists in the region, local authorities said.

The "chikungunya" disease, which is extremely painful apd causes high
fever, was not previously thought to be lethal and there is no known
cure or vaccine.

The Reunion Regional Agency for Hospitalisation said late on Friday
the virus was the only explanation for the death of a 9-year-old in
January [2006].

The "chikungunya" fever is named after a Swahili word meaning "that
which bends up," referring to the stooped posture of those afflicted.

First recognised in epidemic form in East Africa in 1952, it also
leaves immune systems weak, providing copportunities for other
diseases to set.in. ’

The disease, which has already travelled to the nearby Indian Ocean
islands of Seychelles, Mauritius and Mayotte, has prompted tourists
to cancel bockings.

Since 23 Jan [2006], the Reunion Committee on Tourism said at least
1500 tours had been cancelled and the costs incurred from
cancellations over the past 2 weeks were equal to its annual
advertising budget. It did net provide any figures.

on Thursday [2 Feb 2006], Seychelles said it had mobilised its army
to control the virus which has infected 2000 of the idyllic
archipelago's B0 000 people.

Reunion last week earmarked $720 000 to fight the outbreak, drafting
400 extra troops to help fight the mosquitees that have spread the
disease for nearly a year.

In neighbouring Mauritius, authorities are screening people at the
airport and peort, spraying places near hotels and guest houses and
warning the public to take precautions.

The Reunion authorities said they planned to set up a scientific
committee to better understand the disease. They said they had
registered some 25 deaths citing the virus as a possible cause.

Authorities say people should remove stagnant water, use mosgquite
repellents and bed nets and spray bedrooms at night.

ProMED-mail
<promedfpromedmail.org>

[Fatalities are not commonly seen with chikungunya. More information
on these above mentioned cases would be appreciated. - Mod.MPP]
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[3] Mauritius

Date: Fri, 3 Feb 2006 14:43:53 -0580 (EST)

From: Mohammad Issack <missack@intnet . mu>

Source: Le Mauricien, 3 Feb 2006 [trans. and adited]

http://www.promedmail.org/pls/promed/f2p=2400:1001:3540070018127925427::NO::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE.,...
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<http://lemauricien.com/mauricien/index. htmi>

Mauritian authorities are on high alert after the identification of 2
confirmed cases of Chikungunya in Mahebourg. A ministerial committee
is chaired by the Prime Minister, Navin Ramgecolam, to decide on
measures to take to prevent infection by the _Aedes albopictus
mosquito, which transmits this wviral iliness that is characterized
mainly by fever, muscular pain and joint swellings. 15 cases have
been registered from January up to 2 Feb 2006; the ministry of Health
in 2005 detected 3500 cases that it prefers to call suspected cases
of Chikungunya.

The government is buying egquipment for disinfection in. order to
destroy all mosguitoes liable to infect people. [Even if] the port
and the airport are watched closely by the Health Inspectorate
Division, there is mo protocol to guarantine travellers arriving from
Reunion Island. A spokesman for the Ministry of Health said this
morning [3 Feb] that provisions for keeping people in quarantine
exist [only] in protocols on avian influenza and in cases of a
potentially fatal illness that is transmissible from person to
person. The Ministry of Health is requesting all hotels and all
medical practitioners in private practice to notify any suspect case.

Personal comment:

In Mauritius, the peak of the Chikungunya outbreak occurred in May
[2005] when several hundred cases were reported per week. The number
of cases started to fall in June and by September, only occasicnal
cases Were reported. Most cases reported in January [2006] occurred
in people who had a history of recent travel to Reunion Island.
However, in the [last] 10 days, some cases in people without history
of travel have been reported. Some have been confirmed by virus
isolation in tissue culture from blood samples. With the exception of
the cluster in Mahebourg, the other cases live in different regions
of Mauritius.

Up to now, the situation with Chikungunya virus has been much less

dramatic than in Reunion Island. However, this may change. December
[2005] was very dry in Mauritius, and heavy summer rainfall did not
oceur until 23 Jan 2006.

br. M. I. Issack
Pathologist (Microbiology)
Central Health Laboratory
Mauritius
<missackfintnet.mu>

[PzoMED is grateful for the timely information and comment given by
Dr. M. I. Issack from Mauritius. In the wake of the extraordinary
epidemic of chikungunya on Reunion Island, spread of the epidemic to
other islands seems inevitable. - Mod.RY]

[see also: :

chikungunya - Madagascar: susp., RFI 20060202.0340

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (06): Reunion 20060203.0343
Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (05): Reunion 20050131.0306

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (04): Reunion 20060127.0254
Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (03}: Reunion 200£0124.0230

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (02): Reunien 20060121.0202

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island: Reunion 20060102.0007

2005

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (04): Reunion 20051231.3716
chikungunya - Mayotte, Reunion, Comoros 200509i3.2707

Chikungunya - Indonesia (Tangerang) 20050717.205%

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (03) 28050624.1770

Deaths at sea - France (Reunion Islandj: RFI 20030622.1758

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island (2) 20058520,1384

Chikungunya - Mauritius and Reunion Island 2085051%,13%2
Chikungunyva - Indonesia (West Lombok} 20880422.1121
Chikungunya - Comoros (Ngazidja) 2D550405.0386
Chikungunya - Sri Lanka (02)

2004

http://www.promedmail.org/pls/promed/f?p=2400:1001:3540070018127925427:N0O::F2400_P1001_BACK_PAGE....
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A ProMED-mail post
<http://www.promedmail.org>

ProMED—mail is a program of the
International Society for Infectious Diseases
<http://www.isid.org>

Date: Sat, 25 Feb 2006 07:14:58 -0500 (EST)

From: Mary Marshall <tropical.forestry@btinternet.com>
Source: Reuters Alertnet, 25 Feb 2006 [edited]

<http:/ /www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L25768324.htm>

Doctors in mainland France have detected a mosquitoborne disease among
people returning from the Indian Ocean region, where the virus is spreading
rapidly, a senior health official said on Saturday.

France's health minister has blamed “Chikungunya” fever, for which there is
no known cure or vaccine, for directly or indirectly killing 77 people on

the French island of [the] Reunion off the south east coast of Africa.
French health officials say 157 000 people have now been infected by the
disease on Reunion, about one in 5 of the population.

“We have people returning from Reunion who have symptoms of chikungunya and
their diagnoses have been confirmed,” Francois Bricaire, head of the

infectious diseases service at Pitie~Salpetriere hospital in Paris, told

Europe 1 radio. “It's not surprising, quite simply because of the contacts
between the island of Reunion and mainland France.” He said about 30 cases
had been found by his service and it was likely that other medical services

had detected cases. The disease can only spread via mosquitoes and Bricaire

did not. say whether the people with symptoms were confined or allowed home.

"Health minister Xavier Bertrand told Europe 1 that the mosquite which
carries the virus could be present in south eastern France but gave no
details. The illness, which has also been found in the nearby Indian Ocean
islands of the Seychelles and Mauritius [and Mayotte. — Mod.RY], is marked
by high fever and severe rashes. Most people recover but it is extremely
painful.

The number of people infected in Mauritius has risen to 962 from 341 the
previous week, the Mauritius government said. '

French prime minister Dominique de Villepin is due to travel to Reunion on
Sunday. He faces growing cnticism over the failure to prevent the disease
spreading and said this week that the entire island should be cleared of
mosquitoes.

BENEZ2006-007



The spread of chikungunya is likely to increase health concemns in France
following confirmation of the presence of the deadly H5NT strain of bird
flu at a farm in the east of the country where thousands of turkeys died.

First recognised in East Africa in"1952, chikungunya leaves the immune
system weak, [providing] opportunities for other diseases to set in. The
name comes from the Swahili for stooped walk, referring to the posture of
those afflicted.

Reunion is a popular tourist destination for European travellers. The
Reunion Committee on Tourism has reported tour cancellations bt has not
provided figures for costs incurred.

—

- Mary Marshall
<tropical.forestry@btinternet.com>

[Mo further details were given in terms of the exact number or the
laboratory results of the infected pecple returning from
chikungunya—affected islands in the Indian Ocean - Mod.RY]

[see also:

Chikungunya — Indian Ocean update (02): Reunion 20060224.0609
Chikungunya — India (AP): susp. 20060220.0551

Chikungunya virus vaccine 20060219.0544

Chikungunya — Indian Ocean update 20060218.0525

Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island (10): Mauritius 20060216.0509
Chikungunya ~ Mauritius and Reunion Island (09): Reunion 20060214.0491
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Istand (D8): Reunion 20060205.0378
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion {sland (07): Reunion 20060204.0358
Chikungunyé — Madagascar: susp., RFI 20060202.0340

Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island (06): Reunion 20060203.0343
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island (05): Reunion 20060131.0306
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island (04): Reunion 20060127.0254
Chikungunya =~ Mauritius and Reunion Island (03): Reunion 20060124.0230
Chikungunya ~ Mauritius and Reunion Island (02): Reunion 20060121.0202 -
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island: Reunion 20060102.0007
2005 )
Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Island (04): Reunion 20051231.3716
Chikungunya — Mayotte, Reunion, Comoros 20050913.2707

Chikungunya — Indonesia (Tangerang)  20050717.2059

Chikungunya — Mauritius and Reunion Istand (03) 20050624.1770

Deaths at sea - France (Reunien Isiand) RFI  20050622.1759
Chikungunya ~ Mauritius and Reunion Island (2) 20050520.1384
Chikungunya ~ Mauritius and Reunion Island 20050519.1372
Chikungunya — Indonesia (West Lombok) 200504221121
Chikungunya — Comoros (Ngazidia) 20050405.0986]
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