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Abstract

In 2009, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) started operating the National
Database of Health Insurance Claims and Specific Health Checkups of Japan (NDB). The
database accumulates health insurance claims every month and specific health checkup
data every year, resulting in one of the most exhaustive healthcare database of a national
size in the world.

The data is very useful in government policymaking on national healthcare insurance
system and researches as it comprises almost all the claims in Japan.

NDB is a shared possession of Japan and to be utilized for the Japanese public’s benefits.
Here, the MSLW publishes “NDB Open Data Japan” , which is made of statistics of Japanese
healthcare system and its condition of health, intended to be comprehensible to the general
public. The statistics is based on claims on outpatients, inpatients, DPC inpatients,
prescriptions, dental treatments and specific health checkups. The first “NDB Open Data
Japan” consists of fundamental spreadsheets that sum up the claim data of the fiscal year
2014 and the specific health checkup data of the fiscal year 2013. The Data has been
published for free use of the general public. Hereafter, the “NDB Open Data Japan” is
planned to be published every year.

The “NDB Open Data Japan” is expected to be used by a number of people who are
interested in the Japanese healthcare, as it is the statistics of big data of the Japanese

healthcare system.
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