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136 Bender, Schulte-Altedorneburg, Walther, et al

SHORT REPORT

Severe tick borne encephalitis with simultaneous brain stem,

bithalamic, and spinal cord involvement documented by
MRI

A Bender, G Schulte-Altedorneburg, E U Walther, H-W Pfister

J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry 2005;76:135-137. doi: 10.1136/jnnp.2004.040469

FiFgure 2 Spinal T2 weighted images showing longitudinal involvement
of the anterior part of the spinal cord from the C2 level to the C7 level in
sagitial view {(A); arrows mark signal dlteration) and on corresponding
axial images (B).

Figure 1 Brain imaging. (A} Computed tomography without contrast

media (day 3) showing diffuse brain oedema with effacement of the enhancement of the affected brain parenchyma is not
surface sulci and basilar subarachneid spaces. (B-D) Native axial and regularly seen (for a review of MRI abnormalities, sec table 1).
sagittal magnetic resonance imaging [MRI) {day &), shewing abnormal Pathological MRI changes can be observed in approxi-

hig ngﬂgf_i”'e"fg"ies in the brain i‘"e"" and thalamus ({B] ﬂx&“' fluid mately 20% of patients with manifest TBE. In the most
afenucied invirsien recovery’iFLA R) sequence; C) axial an (P} comprehensive series of TBE cases published so far, Kaiser
sagittal T2 weighted turbo spin-echo sequences). (E, F] MRI [axial T2 PR ML s he thal .

weighted images) of the brain on day & (E) and day 21 (F), showing ounc ilateral involvement of the tha amus in 15 of 18
improvement of the brain stem lesions. patients, and changes in the cercbellum, brain 5tcm,_nnd
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