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Placement with parents
(n=1,520)

Residential schools
(n=520)
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UK Department for Education (2014) : Children’s homes data pack
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PLACEMENT ORDER

« UK Department for Education : Children looked after in England including adoption: 2014 to 2015.
Children looked after in England including adoption: 2014 to 2015.

Placement order is a court order which gives a local authority the legal authority to place a child for
adoption with any prospective adopters who may be chosen by the authority. Only local authorities
may apply for placement orders.The order continues in force until it is revoked, an adoption order is
made in respect of the child, the child marries, forms a civil partnership or the child reaches 18.

» UK Department for Education : Court orders and pre-proceedings For local authorities April 2014

Chapter 3: Care, Supervision and Placement Orders

25.All evidence and assessments on which the local authority intends to rely in support of its
application should be up-to-date. When making an application for a placement order, the local
authority must complete and quality assure the placement order application and associated
documentation. The local authority must ensure that the information is clearly presented in a
succinct and analytical form which focuses on the essentials of the case and the rationale for
bringing it to court. The application must clearly state why the parents cannot parent the child,
what other realistic permanence options have been considered and rejected, and why adoption is
the only permanence option that meets the needs of the child.

26.Usually the prospective adopter will not yet have been identified at the time of a placement
order application, but where they have been and their identity is not to be disclosed to members of
the birth family, it is vital that no information which might disclose their identity or whereabouts is
contained the in the report. If, however, it is relevant and needs to be included, it should be given
on a separate sheet with a notice emphasising the importance of not disclosing it to the birth
family. In any case, where the identity of the child’s current carers or the whereabouts of the child
needs to be protected, this must also be made clear.
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PLACEMENT ORDER

« UK Department for Education : Children looked after in England including adoption: 2014 to 2015. Children
looked after in England including adoption: 2014 to 2015.

« Placement order& (F. BREICK > TRIENTEWITNHADOEREFEICTLT, FEHLEBETE
LERERZE BB EICBREFANEZDZHD, CORBIIEBEOHDNAETH D, CDMHIE
adoption orderMHEINBFE T, HBDWE. FEEDEE. 1 8REBE. civil partnershipZ XL S 11
2FETEW

« UK Department for Education : Court orders and pre-proceedings For local authorities April 2014

Chapter 3: Care, Supervision and Placement Orders

« 25 WWAHYBMNZFDORITOEMITE UTEET 5H 5D BB K OTHHDIBERIE. BICEHMT
% Z &, Placement orderZz B UIZ T AFRIE. #iALFEplacement orderBRIIEH K UBHEXEZ R
BR<KIER L., TOEZRIELATNIERSKEWV, HIAYFIF. UZBHRHISERELOTER TY
ZEHDODERBSCICHYFICRE T 2RIULICERZEDETHRINTWS I EZRIELEIT
NIXES5R3W, RIZIETIE, ENYUZFEHEEE TCTHVWER, BREB LA T I NI
KM Zpermanence DB IR, B S WICEFHEBENYUZTFE S D Z—X %I HE—Dpermanence
DFERFETH S EZARLBITNIEES RN,

« 26. placement orderBBI[FIC, FFRDBEMNXLEFESINTVWERWZ EFZ VWD, ZOBHRIEE
INTVWBREHEE. BLUOEROBEABERIEYZELORKRICHARINTLWERWESIE. EHOE
ANERFXCEEFMZHARUE2BEINYUZBESICEENTVWERVWI ENRERARTH D, U
MU, ZNSDBEBENEETHD. LHI DIV ENHIHEIEF. EYFLORKICNT 21T
ZEEHUCEANZIRICORAMTUTIRET 22, HEZFEHDREDEBEDBABREIF
LETFELDEMDBRZFRET DDENHDERIE. TOEBHRULEITNIEESER,

ADOPTION ORDER

» UK Department for Education : Court orders and pre-proceedings For local authorities April
2014 Chapter 5: Adoption orders

» 2. A child be comes adopted when an adoption order is made. When this happens,
parental responsibility is removed from the child’s birth parents and others with parental
responsibility and awarded to the adopter. In law the child is treated as if he or she had
been born to the adopter, who becomes responsible for looking after the child and for
making all the key decisions about him or her in the same way as any other parent. The
legal relationship between the child and members of the birth parents’ families is
terminated. The adoption order continues in force throughout the child’s life unless the
order is set aside; this is extremely rare.

» 5. The local authority should discuss the timing of any application with the prospective
adopters and provide them with the information from the child’s case record necessary to
complete the application form. This will include whether the parents have given advance
consent to the making of the adoption order, giving them a copy of any placement order
and the child’s birth or adoption certificate as well as information about court proceedings
relating to the child’s full or half blood siblings. When it is important that the prospective
adopter’s identity is not disclosed to the child’s birth parents, the local authority should
also advise the prospective adopters that the court can allocate them a serial number.
Any documents sent to the birth parents will show the serial number and not the
personal details of the prospective adopters. If the prospective adopters are required to
attend the same court hearing as the birth parents, the court will make arrangements to
ensure their identity is protected.
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