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Organ Transplantation and Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantation 

Diagram of Organ Transplantation Network System

[Organ Transplantation System]
The traditional kidney transplantation system was reviewed and a new centralized nationwide kidney transplantation network 

established in FY1995. Enforcement of the “Act on Organ Transplantation” in October 1997 enabled multiple organ transplantations 
and the pertinent network.  

At present fair and appropriate mediation of organ donations has been conducted mainly by the Japan Organ Transplant Network 
through recipients being selected using universal standards. With regard to the transplantation of eyeballs (corneas, etc.), mediation 
work, including enlightenment and promotion activities, is being carried out by eye banks at 54 locations nationwide. 
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Source:  Japan Organ Transplant Network, Japan Eye Bank Association 
(Note) 1. The number of donors and the number of transplantations performed indicate the cumulative total from October 16, 1997 

(the day of the enforcement of the Act on Organ Transplantation) to March 31, 2011. The number of patients on waiting 
lists is as of March 31, 2011. 

2. There have been 141 cases of brain death tests conducted nationwide under the Act on Organ Transplantation since the 
enforcement of the law until June 30, 2011. In the eighth case, the donor was determined legally brain dead, but the organ 
was not removed for medical reasons. The case is therefore not included in the number of donors. 

3. The number of donors of pancreases and kidneys, the number of transplantations performed, and the number of patients 
on waiting lists include cases of simultaneous pancreas and kidney transplantations.  

4. The number of donors of hearts and lungs, the number of transplantations performed, and the number of patients on 
waiting lists include cases of simultaneous heart and lung transplantations. 
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Cord blood

* The figures for cord blood stem from FY 1996 to FY 1998 indicate the number of transplantations coordinated by cord blood banks 
before the establishment of the Japanese Cord Blood Bank Network. 

* The figures for FY 2011 indicate the numbers as of the end of May.
* Cord blood information possessed by the Miyagi Cord Blood Bank is temporarily unavailable to the public due to the impact of the 

Great East Japan Earthquake  
* Transplantation of peripheral blood stem cells has gradually taken place since October 2010   
* Relaxation of the requirements for donor registrations:  

From March 1, 2005:     The minimum age for registration was lowered from 20 to 18 (minimum age for organ donations of 20),
the condition of “family approval” in the registration deleted, and applicants are allowed to skip the video viewing when 
registering if they have read the booklet “Chance” and understood the details of bone marrow donations 

From September 2005: The maximum age for registration was raised from 50 to 54 (maximum age for organ donation of 55) 

Changes in Numbers of Hematopoietic Stem Cell Transplantations PerformedDetailed Data 2 

 


