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. Life expectancies at specified ages

  In the abridged life tables for 2006, life expectancy at birth for males is 79.00 years, increased by 0.44
years from that of the previous year, and that for females is 85.81 years, increased by 0.29 years.  
  Life expectancies at specified ages for males and females increase at all age. The difference in life 
expectancy at birth between males and females is 6.81 years, 0.15 years shorter than that of the previous year. 

Table 1. Life expectancies at specified ages and their          Table 2. Trends of life expectancy at birth  

increments compared with that of the previous year
(years)

Increase Increase

Note: Data of 2005 is based on complete life tables.

Age
Male Female

    

(years)

Year Male Female Difference

Notes:1.Data of 1947-2000 and 2005 are based on complete life tables.
           2.Before 1970, data of Okinawa prefecture is not included.



 

 

Ⅱ. Survival situation in the life table 
  In the abridged life tables for 2006, the number of survivors at age 65 is 86,135 for males and 93,260 for 
females in a stationary population supported by 100,000 annual live births. These facts lead that the survival 
ratio until age 65 is 86.1% for males and 93.3% for females. In the same way, it follows that the survival ratio 
until age 75 is 70.3% for males and 85.5% for females, and the survival ratio until age 90 is 20.6% for males 
and 43.9% for females 

The number of stationary population from age 0 (total person-years from age 0) is 7,899,801 for 
males and 8,580,687 for females. The number of stationary population from age 65 (total 
person-years from age 65) is 1,588,856(20.1%) for males and 2,186,233(25.5%) for females.  

The median length of life, which means the age when exactly half of the cohort remains alive, is 
81.94years for males and 88.61 years for females. 
 

Table 3. Survival ratio until specified ages            Table 4. Ratio of total person-years from age 

65 to total person-years from age 0  
（％）

Age40 65 75 90 Age40 65 75 90

1947 68.0 39.8 18.5 0.9 70.9 49.1 29.0 2.0

1950-1952 81.8 55.1 29.4 2.0 83.2 62.8 40.5 4.0

1955 87.0 61.8 34.6 2.7 89.0 70.6 47.6 6.2

1960 89.7 64.8 36.1 2.3 92.2 75.2 51.5 6.0

1965 92.6 69.1 39.9 2.3 95.0 80.0 57.1 6.5

1970 93.7 72.1 43.5 3.5 96.1 82.6 61.2 8.6

1975 95.1 76.8 51.0 5.4 96.9 86.1 67.8 12.0

1980 96.1 79.4 55.7 7.1 97.6 88.5 72.7 16.0

1985 96.7 81.1 60.2 9.4 98.0 90.1 76.9 21.2

1990 97.1 82.6 63.0 11.6 98.3 91.3 79.8 26.3

1995 97.2 83.3 63.8 12.8 98.4 91.6 81.2 30.9

2000 97.5 84.7 66.7 17.3 98.6 92.6 83.7 38.8

2001 97.6 85.1 67.5 18.2 98.6 92.8 84.2 40.1

2002 97.7 85.4 68.2 19.0 98.6 92.9 84.5 41.4

2003 97.6 85.3 68.4 19.0 98.6 93.0 84.8 41.7

2004 97.7 85.7 69.1 19.8 98.7 93.0 85.0 42.8

2005 97.7 85.7 69.3 19.3 98.7 93.1 85.1 42.7

2006 97.8 86.1 70.3 20.6 98.7 93.3 85.5 43.9

Notes:1.Data of 1947-2000 and 2005 are based on complete life tables.
           2.Before 1970, data of Okinawa prefecture is not included.

Year
Male Female

  

Table5 The median length of life 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(years)
Year M ale Female

1947 59.28 64.45

1950-1952 67.22 71.31

1955 69.79 74.19

1960 70.66 75.44

1965 72.00 77.04

1970 73.10 78.19

1975 75.31 80.17

1980 76.69 81.75

1985 78.06 83.38

1990 79.13 84.71

1995 79.49 85.73

2000 80.74 87.41

2001 81.08 87.72

2002 81.28 88.02

2003 81.35 88.09

2004 81.57 88.34

2005 81.56 88.34

2006 81.94 88.61

Notes:1.Data of 1947-2000 and 2005 are based on 
              complete life tables.
           2 .Before 1970, data of Okinawa prefecture
              is not  included.

（％）

Year Male Female

1947 　　　　… 　　　　…

1950-1952 10.5 13.3

1955 11.5 14.7

1960 11.5 15.1

1965 12.1 16.0

1970 13.0 17.0

1975 14.7 18.5

1980 15.8 19.9

1985 16.8 21.2

1990 17.6 22.3

1995 18.0 23.2

2000 19.1 24.5

2001 19.4 24.8

2002 19.6 25.0

2003 19.6 25.1

2004 19.8 25.3

2005 19.8 25.2

2006 20.1 25.5

Notes:1.Data of 1947-2000 and 2005 are based on 
              complete life tables.
          2.Before 1970, data of Okinawa prefecture is 

              not included.
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. Life expectancies at birth in some countries 

  In general, it is rather difficult to compare the life expectancies exactly among different countries, 
because the periods based on are not always accordant with each other. 

  Next table provides the life expectancies at birth in some countries as far as we have obtained. 

Table 6. Life expectancies at birth in some countries 



. Analyses by cause of death

 1. Mortality probabilities by cause of death

  Mortality probability by cause of death means the probability that a person at specific ages will die of 
specified cause of death in the future.  
  As for leading causes of death in 2006, the probability of malignant neoplasms is the largest for both 
sexes at age 0, followed by heart diseases, pneumonia, cerebrovascular diseases for males and H.C.P.for 
females.
  The mortality probability by three leading causes (i.e. malignant neoplasms, heart diseases and 
cerebrovascular diseases) of death accounts for over 50 percent for both sexes at age 0.
     

 Table 7. Mortality probabilities by causes of death

Age Age Age Age
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

Malignant neoplasms
Heart diseases
Cerebrovascular diseases
Pneumonia
Accidents
  Traffic accidents
Suicide
Renal failure
Diseases of liver
Diabetes mellitus
Hypertensive diseases
Tuberculosis
Senility
Three leading causes of death
(i.e. malignant neoplasms, heart diseases
 and cerebrovascular diseases)

Cause of death



2. Potential years of life lost

Assuming that a certain cause of death is eliminated, a person who should have died of the cause would 
die of another cause afterwards. As a result, one’s life span would be extended. This extension, which is 
called the potential years of life lost of the cause, can be regarded as one’s life lost by that cause of death, and 
it enable you to estimate the effect of that cause to one’s life expectancy. 

In 2006, the potential years of life lost by malignant neoplasms is the longest at age 0, followed by heart 
diseases, cerebrovascular diseases, and pneumonia for both sexes. 

Potential years of life lost by the three leading causes of death are 8.31 years for male and 7.20 years for 
female at age 0, 6.67 years for male and 5.91 years for female at age 65, 5.11 years for male and 5.00 years 
for female at age 75, 2.31 years for male and 2.74 years for female at age 90. 

 Table 8. Potential years of life lost 
years

Age Age Age Age
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

Malignant neoplasms
Heart diseases
Cerebrovascular diseases
Pneumonia
Accidents
  Traffic accidents
Suicide
Renal failure
Diseases of liver
Diabetes mellitus
Hypertensive diseases
Tuberculosis
Three leading causes of death
(i.e. malignant neoplasms, heart diseases
 and cerebrovascular diseases)

Cause of death



Table A.Abridged life tables for Japan 2006
Male

age death rate number of
survivors

number of
deaths stationary population life

expectancy

x nq x l x nd x nL x T x e x
(W)

(M)

(Y)



       Male

age death rate number of
survivors

number of
deaths stationary population life

expectancy

x nq x l x nd x nL x T x e x



Table A.Abridged life tables for Japan 2006
Female

age death rate number of
survivors

number of
deaths stationary population life

expectancy

x nq x l x nd x nL x T x e x
(W)

(M)

(Y)



     Famale

age death rate number of
survivors

number of
deaths stationary population life

expectancy

x nq x l x nd x nL x T x e x




