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Outline of Results 
 

I  Survey of Medical Institutions 
 

As of 1st October 2009, the nationwide total number of medical care institutions is 178,675. Among them, 

“active medical care institutions” excluding those that are “Suspended/Not in practice for more than a year” is 

176,471 (98.8% of the total number of medical care institutions). 

The following is the summary regarding “active medical care institutions”. 

 

1 Number of Medical Care Institutions 
 

(1) Type of medical care institution 

Nationwide total number of medical care institutions is 176,471, increased by 815 since last year. 

“Hospitals” are 8,739, decreased by 55 since last year, “Medical clinics” are 99,635, increased by 552 

since last year, and “Dental clinic” are 68,097, increased by 318 since last year. 

Viewing the number of medical care institutions by type of medical care institution, “General hospitals” 

are 7,655, decreased by 59 since last year, and “Psychiatric hospitals” are 1,083 increased by 4 since last 

year. 

Among general hospitals, hospitals “with beds for long-term care” are 4,021, decreased by 46 since last 

year, and they make up 46.0% of the total number of hospitals. Among medical clinics, medical clinics 

“with beds for long-term care” are 1,625, decreased by 103 since last year. 

Among medical clinics, clinics “with beds” are 11,072 (11.1% of the total number of medical clinics), 

decreased by 428 since last year, and clinics “without bed” are 88,563 (88.9% of the total number of 

medical clinics), increased by 980 since last year. 

Viewing the yearly trend of number of medical care institutions, number of hospitals peaked in 1990, 

then it has been decreasing and became less than 10,000 since 1992 (Table 1, Figure 1 and 2). 

 
(Reference) Statistics Table 1 Yearly Trend of Number of Medical Care Institutions/Beds/per 100,000 Population by Type of Medical 

Care Institution 

Statistics Table 9 Number of Medical Care Institutions with Beds for Long-term Care and Number of Beds by Prefecture 

 

Table 1  Number of Medical Care Institutions by Type of Medical Care Institutions 
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Figure 1  Yearly Trend of Number of Medical Care Institutions 

      As of 1st Oct each year 

 

Figure 2  Yearly Trend of Number of Hospitals and Medical clinics with Beds for Long-term Care 

As of 1st Oct each year 

 

Note: 1) “Beds for long-term care” was “Long-term care type beds group” until 2000, “Beds for long-term care “and 

“Transitional old long-term care type beds group” in 2001 and 2002. 

 2) Survey on hospitals with long-term care beds and medical clinics with long-term care beds were started in 

1993 and 1998, respectively. 



- 7 - 

(2) Establishing organizations 

Viewing the number of medical care institutions by establishing organization, among hospitals, the 

largest number of establishing organization is “Medical corporations” with 5,726 hospitals (65.5% of the 

total number of hospitals) and the second largest is “Public organizations” with 1,296 hospitals (14.8%). 

Among medical clinics, the largest number of establishing organization is “Individuals” with 48,023 clinics 

(48.2% of the total number of medical clinics) and the second largest is “Medical corporations” with 35,341 

clinics (35.5%). Among dental clinics, the largest number of establishing organization is “Individuals” with 

57,062 clinics (83.8% of the total number of dental clinics). 

Viewing year-on-year increase and decrease in number of medical care institutions by establishing 

organization, among hospitals, “Individuals” decreased by 28. Among medical clinics, “Medical 

corporations” increased by 483 and “Individuals” decreased by 44. Among dental clinics, “Medical 

corporations” increased by 209 and “Individuals” increased by 107 (Table 2 and 3). 

Establishing organizations were changed since last year in 46 hospitals, 673 medical clinics, and 286 

dental clinics. Among them, establishing organizations changed from “Individuals” to “Medical 

corporations” in 15 hospitals, 513 medical clinics, and 220 dental clinics (Table 4). 

 
(Reference) Statistics Table 2 Yearly Trend of Number of Hospitals and Number of Beds by Establishing Organization 

Statistics Table 3 Yearly Trend of Number of General/Dental Clinics by Establishing Organization 

Statistics Table 4 Number of Medical Care Institutions by Establishing Organization and Type of Medical Care Institution 

 

 Table 2  Number of Medical Care Institutions by Establishing Organization 
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Table 3  Dynamic State of Number of Medical Care Institutions by Establishing Organization 

 

 

Table 4  Number of Medical Care Institutions where Establishing Organizations Changed 
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(3) Number of beds 

Viewing the number of medical care institutions by number of beds, hospitals with 50-99 beds are 2,270 

(26.0% of the total number of hospitals) and medical clinics with 10-19 beds are 7,242 (65.4% of the total 

number of medical clinics with beds). 

Viewing the number of hospitals by their number of beds for long-term care, hospitals with 50-99 beds are 

1,485 (36.9% of the total number of hospitals with beds for long-term care) (Table 5 and 6). 

There are 382 hospitals where they changed the number of beds. Among them, 290 hospitals decreased 

the number of beds and 92 hospitals increased the number of beds (Table 7). 

There are 457 medical clinics where they changed the number of beds. Among them, 436 medical clinics 

decreased the number of beds, and 21 medical clinics increased the number of beds. The number of medical 

clinics where they changed from medical clinics with beds to without bed is increasing (Table 8). 

 
(Reference) Statistics Table 6 Yearly Trend of Number and Percentage of Medical Care Institutions by Number of Beds 

Table 5  Number of Medical Care Institutions by Number of Beds 

 

Table 6  Number of Medical Care Institutions by Number of Beds for Long-term Care 
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Table 7  Change in Number of Beds at Hospitals 

 

 

 

Table 8  Change in Number of Beds at Medical clinics 
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(4) Clinical specialties 

 

1) Clinical specialties proclaimed by hospitals 

Viewing the number of general hospitals by clinical specialty, the largest in number is “Internal 

medicine” with 7,034 hospitals (91.9% of the total number of general hospitals). The second largest is 

“Orthopedic surgery” with 5,041 hospitals (65.9%), and “Rehabilitation” follows with 4,998 hospitals 

(65.3%) . Compared with the previous year, “Diabetes and endocrinology” (170 hospitals increase), “Renal 

medicine” (138 hospitals increase) and “Gastroenterological surgery” (128 hospitals increase) increased, 

while “Internal medicine” (55 hospitals decrease), “Pediatrics” (52 hospitals decrease) and “Surgery” (47 

hospitals decrease) decreased. 

As for psychiatry hospitals, hospitals specializing in “Psychosomatic medicine” increased (33 hospitals 

increase) (Table 9). 

 
(Reference) Reference Table 1 Yearly Trend of Number of General Hospitals by Clinical Specialty  

 

Table 9  Number of Hospitals by Clinical Specialty (Multiple Counts) 
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2) Clinical specialties proclaimed by hospitals 
  Among general hospitals, 2,853 hospitals (37.3% of the total number of general hospitals) proclaim 

“Pediatrics”, 1,294 hospitals (16.9%) proclaim “Obstetrics and gynecology”, and 180 hospitals (2.4%) 

proclaim “Obstetrics” (Table 10). 

 

Table 10  Number of Medical Care Institutions Proclaiming Pediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynecology, and 

Obstetrics 

Percentage

(%)

Percentage

(%)

Percentage

(%)

Percentage

(%)

Percentage

(%)

Percentage

(%)

2 905 37.7 22 503 22.7 1 319 17.1  177 2.3 3 555 3.6  400 0.4

2 853 37.3 … … 1 294 16.9  180 2.4 … … … … 

Note: Number of general clinics were surveyed on years of dynamic survey only.

2008

2009

Obstetrics and

gynecology
Obstetrics

Obstetrics and

gynecology
Pediatrics Obstetrics

As of 1st Oct each year

Number of

medical care institutions proclaiming pediatrics

Number of

medical care institutions proclaiming obstetrics and gynecology, and obstetrics

General hospitals General clinics General hospitals General clinics

Pediatrics

 
 

(Reference)  Yearly Trend of Number of Medical Care Institutions Proclaiming Pediatrics, Obstetrics and 

Gynecology, and Obstetrics 

 
 

 

  



- 13 - 

2 Number of beds 
 

(1) Type of bed 

Viewing the number of beds in medical care institutions, total number of beds is 1,743,415, decreased by 

12,700 since last year. 

Among hospitals, number of beds is 1,601,476, decreased by 7,927 since last year. Among medical 

clinics, number of beds is 141,817, decreased by 4,751 since last year. Among dental clinics, number of 

beds is 122, decreased by 22 since last year. 

Viewing the number of beds in hospitals by type of bed, “General beds” are 906,401 (56.6% of the total 

number of hospital beds), decreased by 3,036 since last year, “Psychiatric beds” are 348,121 (21.7%), 

decreased by 1,200 since last year, and “Beds for long-term care” are 336,273 (21.0%), decreased by 3,085. 

Number of “Beds for long-term care” in medical clinics is 16,476, decreased by 1,043 sunce last year. 

(Table 11) 

Viewing the yearly trend of number of hospital beds, number of beds peaked in 1992 (1,686,696), and it 

is decreasing year by year (Figure3). 

 
(Reference) Statistics Table 1 Yearly Trend of Number of Medical Care Institutions/Beds/per 100,000 Population by Type of Medical 

Care Institution 

 

Table 11  Number of Beds by Type of Bed 

 Total 1 743 415 1 756 115 △ 12 700 △  0.7 …　 …　

 Hospitals 1 601 476 1 609 403 △  7 927 △  0.5  100.0  100.0 

 Psychiatric beds  348 121  349 321 △  1 200 △  0.3  21.7  21.7 

  Psychiatric hospitals  258 318  258 514 △    196 △  0.1  16.1  16.1 

  General hospitals  89 803  90 807 △  1 004 △  1.1  5.6  5.6 

 Infectious diseases beds  1 757  1 785 △     28 △  1.6  0.1  0.1 

 Tuberculosis beds  8 924  9 502 △    578 △  6.1  0.6  0.6 

  Tuberculosis sanitaria   93   93 - -  0.0  0.0 

  General hospitals  8 831  9 409 △    578 △  6.1  0.6  0.6 

 Beds for long-term care (A)  336 273  339 358 △  3 085 △  0.9  21.0  21.1 

General beds  906 401  909 437 △  3 036 △  0.3  56.6  56.5 

　General clinics  141 817  146 568 △  4 751 △  3.2  100.0  100.0 

  (Among them)

  Beds for long-term care (B)
 16 476  17 519 △  1 043 △  6.0  11.6  12.0 

 Dental clinics   122   144 △     22 △ 15.3 …　 …　

 352 749  356 877 △  4 128 △  1.2 …　 …　

As of 1st Oct each year

Number of beds Yr/Yr increase/decrease Percentage (%)

In number
In percentage

(%)
2008

Total number of beds for long-term care

(A) + (B)

20082009 2009
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Figure 3  Yearly Trend of Number of Hospital Beds by Type of Bed 

 
Note: 1) “General beds” is “Other beds” from 1990 to 1992, “Other beds” excluding “Beds for long-term care” from 1993 to 2000, and “General 

beds” + “Transitional old other beds (excluding transitional old long-term care type beds group)” in 2001 and 2002. 
 2) “Beds for long-term care” is “Long-term care type beds group” until 2000, and “Beds for long-term care” + “Transitional old long-term 

care type beds group” in 2001 and 2002. 

 

(2) Establishing organizations 

Viewing the number of beds by establishing organization, the largest number of establishing organization 

is “Medical corporation” with 851,275 beds (53.2% of the total number of beds in hospitals) among 

hospitals and 91,451 beds (64.5% of the total number of beds in medical clinics with beds) among medical 

clinics (Table 12). 

 
(Reference) Statistics Table 2 Yearly Trend of Number of Hospitals and Number of Beds by Establishing Organization 

Statistics Table 5 Number of Beds by Establishing Organization and Type of Bed 

Table 12  Number of Beds by Establishing Organization 
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(3) Prefectures (per 100,000 population) 

Viewing the number of beds per 100,000 population, “Total number of beds” is 1,256.0, decreased by 4.4 

since last year (1,260.4). Numbers of beds per 100,000 population by each type of bed are 273.0 

“Psychiatric beds”, 263.7 “Beds for long-term care”, and 710.8 “General beds”. 

Viewing the number of beds per 100,000 population by prefecture, the largest in “Total number of beds” 

is Kochi (2,488.5), in “Psychiatric beds” is Kagoshima (584.4), in “Beds for long-term care” is Kochi 

(937.1), and in “General beds” is Kochi (1,026.4). 

Additionally, when the number of each type of bed is compared by prefecture, “Total number of beds” is 

3.0 times, “Psychiatric beds” is 3.7 times, “Beds for long-term care” is 6.8 times, and “General beds” is 2.1 

times larger in the prefecture with the largest number of each type of beds than in the prefectures with the 

smallest number (Figure 4 and Table 13). 

 
(Reference)  Statistics Table 1  Yearly Trend of Number of Medical Care Institutions/Beds/per 100,000 Population by Type of Medical 

Care Institution 

Statistics Table 8  Number of Beds/per 100,000 Population by Prefecture - (Among them) the 19 major Cities/Core Cities 
 

 

Figure 4  Number of Beds per 100,000 Population by Prefecture 
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Table 13  Total Number of Hospital Beds per 100,000 Population 
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